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ABSTRACT

This research focuses on the self-concept in children of low-income families. A questionnaire was
given to elementary school-aged children(grades 3-6). 454 children from low-income families were
surveyed. The major findings were as follows: first, the variables that affected the self-concept among
the low-income families children were relatively different. For boys, the major influential individual
variables were in the following order: grade, stress, and the father’s affective attitude. For girls, the
major influential individual variables were in the following order: stress, support from friend, father’s
affective attitude, and grade. Second, through this comparison, this study examined the relative
influence of variables that affected children’s self-concept. This study proposes interventions to

improve their self-concept mechanisms.
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Table 1. Gender and grade of subject

(N = 454)
Gender
Total
Boy Girl
3 grade 71 61 132(29.1)"
4 grade 41 54 95(20.9)
Grade

5 grade 45 74 119(26.2)

6 grade 48 60 108(23.8)

Total 205(45.2) 249(54.8)  454(100)
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Table 2. Difference in children’s self-concept by

gender
Variables Gender M SD t
Boy 53.01 8.09
Self-concept -1.34
Girl 54.05 8.20
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Boy Girl
Grade M SD Duncan Grade M SD Duncan
3 grade 55.70 7.76 a 3 grade 55.80 6.86 a
4 grade 52.82 6.44 ab 4 grade 55.04 9.56 a
5 grade 52.35 8.08 5 grade 54.35 7.96 a
6 grade 49.82 8.49 6 grade 50.95 7.32 b
F 5.65%** F 4.35%*
*p < .01, ¥*¥p < 001
Table 4. Correlation among variables of children by gender
Father’s affective attitude  Friend support Stress Self-concept
Father’s affective attitude 1
Support from friends -13 1
Boy
Stress - 46%** .18* 1
Self-concept 3ok - 14% - AS5¥x* 1
Father’s affective attitude 1
. Support from friends - 17k 1
airl Stress - 46%** 23k 1
Self-concept 3ok -33%E - AS5¥x* 1

*p < .05, *¥*p < .01, ***p < .001
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Table 5. The effects of variables on the self-
concept of children by gender

Self-concept

Boy Girl

Ind dent
n epe.n en B 9 B 9
variables
Father’s affective

. 36 22%* 29 17
attitude
Support from

. -49 -1 -1.15 - 25%%k
friends
Stress =29 - 25%Ek =34 - 20%k*
Grade -1.81  -27*** 127  -16%*
F 18.59%** 26.45%%*
R? 28 32

*p < .05, ¥*p < .01, ***p < .001
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