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20171 Korean Architecture Works

Project team | Park, Se-jin / Kim, Kil-so00 / Yoon, Jae-min / Kim, Min-soo
Client | ECOGRAD

Location | Jeollanam-do Suncheon-si Jorye-dong 1587-4

Site Area | 2,008.40m’

Building Area | 1,793.82m’

Gross Floor Area | 22,759.67m’

Floor Area Ratio | 890.71%

Building Coverage Ratio | 89.32%

Structure | R.C+S.R.C

General Contractor | ECOGRAD Construction

Finishing Materials | THK 22, 24 LOW-E DUC Glass
Photographer | Yoon, Jae-min

Cost | notdisclosed
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Ecograd is a combination word of ‘ecology’ and ‘grad’ that means a city. Being located on a
corner of Jorye-dong junction in Suncheon, the site is recognizable from every direction. The
five-star hotel in the eastern Jeollanam-do consists of three underground and eighteen above-
ground floors, and is equipped with 104 rooms including premium suites,

The design of 'Ecograd Hotel' provided us with a chance to think about the influence of an
architectural building over a local community. Suncheon had not have a decent hotel to host a
large event, and such a situation had placed limit on local developments. The city's recognition
on the immediate need of proper accommodation facilities, and the announcement of EXPO
2012 Yeosu Korea brought us this great oppotunity to be a part of developments. We set out to
work in the hope that the hotel would be the foundation of future devetopments in Suncheon.

The focus in this project was to design a unique and innovative hotel; the incomplete building
was originally conceived as a shopping center with a cinema, and the construction was
deferred for about two years before the change of the buitding use. The detailed analysis on the
existing frame revealed that the carelpublic facilities such as the staircase and elevator] should
be retained, leaving us to create a mass that is adaptive to the typology and the road. The first
floor was divided in length centering the north-south axis. Vehicles have a direct access to the
rear road(10m wide small road) from the front road(55m wide expansive road). The resulting
two cores with different functions disperse the entry of vehicle users. Behind the hotel is a ten-
floor parking building that would relieve possible parking difficulties. To increase the use of this
space, the rear side of the hotel's second floor is connected to the parking building through an
overbridge that enables visitors to enter directly to the hotel after parking their vehicles.

We tried to make the hotel apnear as a pair of twin buildings, visually separating the oversized
facade; 0.8m wide long atuminum bands were introduced for a daring linear design, giving
the building the appearance of brothers, sisters or a married couple while avoiding them from
becoming identical. As a result the facade changes its appearance according to the point of
view. All four sides of the hotel features curtain wall system to obtain a contemporary exterior,
and the users can enjoy differentiated view wherever they are. The high levels secures an open
view over the Suncheon bay during the day, and a sparkling nightscale at night.
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