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ABSTRACT

During the industrialization and urbanization of the country, urban rivers have been covered over and developed without
forethought and thus became estranged from spaces utilized by area residents in everyday life. Recently, an influx of people
and uses have increased largely because accessibility improved through restoration projects which have transformed these
river areas into pleasant environments. It thus appears that these projects have an impact on community consciousness for
area residents who live near the restored rivers to some extent. The purpose of this study was to determine via questionnaire
the effects and influences of urban river restoration on area residents targeting visitors to Seongnaecheon(stream), Songpa-gu,
Seoul, which has been restored recently. Factors in the questionnaire amalysis included such items as the use status of
Seongnaecheon, community consciousness(feeling of belonging, solidarity, feeling settled), and a before and after comparison
of the restoration(change of consciousness, regional effects), etc.

According to the results of analysis, visitors who have utilized the stream more than 1~2 times per week after the
restoration project accounted for the greatest portion. The main purposes of these visits were to ‘rest” and ‘exercise’ while
the ratio of using it as a ‘meeting space with neighbors and strangers’ was low. Community consciousness of area residents
using Seongnaecheon was generally high. As a result of an analysis of consciousness differences between groups after dividing
visitors into 3 groups according to the frequency of visits, there were significant differences in the consciousness level
between groups with high community consciousness levels in visitors who visited frequently. In consideration of these results,
the provision of programs along with proper facilities that can be used is deemed important for area residents so as to
inspire community consciousness of the area by means of activating both community activities and the progressive use

of the restored river.
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