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Spatial Diffusion Patterns of the Organic Farmsin Korea and the
Geographical Characteristics

Kisoon Hyun* - Keumsook Lee**

Abstract : This study aims to indicate the spatial characteristics of the changes in the Korean farm
land. In particular, we analyze the spatial diffusion patterns of organic farms increasing rapidly with
the growth in the agricultural product markets as well as the demand for safe food and sustainable
growth. For the purpose, we examine the changes in the distribution patterns of organic farms
between year 2000 and 2005. We analyze the agglomeration pattern by Location Quotient (LQ) and
Local indicator of spatial association (LISA). Organic farms have been spread out from the
outscuirts of Seoul, the capital city, to the traditional agriculture spetilized area in the southern parts
of the nation. In order to analyze the relationships between organic farm distribution and the
geographical variables affecting the organic farming, we develop multivariate regression models.
Our findings indicate that organic farming is related with the number of agriculture-based business
and information technique adaptation as well as the level of education and farmers age.

Keywords : organic farm, spatial diffusion pattern, Location Quotient, spatial autocorrelation, LISA,
agglomeration, multivariate regression models
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