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A Study on the Push and Pull Factors of Temple Stay in Korean National Parks"
- Focused on Temples in National Parks in Gangwon-Do -

Jeongmin Kim®'
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This research examines the push and pull factors of temple stay in Korean national parks. 152 participants of
temple stay in Woljeongsa and Guryongsa in national parks in Gangwon-do area completed a survey to access
their reasons for participating in temple stay(push factors) and to evaluate how well the visiting experience
performed on a selected set of attributes(push factors). Demographics of respondents were similar to the visitor
characteristics of Korean national parks. The result of factor analysis identified 6 push factor domains of 'self
actualization', 'health enhancement', 'nature assimilation', 'relationship elevation', 'religious experience', and
'leisure experience'. 6 pull factor domains were 'recuperative quality’, 'quality of a temple stay program/,
'attributes of a temple', 'user convenience', 'tourism experience' and 'accessibility and transportation'. Satisfaction
level of temple stay in a national park was very high of4.71 in a 5 Likert scale. Gangwon- Do was most preferred
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with the percentage of 89.2 as a suitable area for temple stay in a national park. Findings of multi-dimensional

tourism motivations of temple stay in a national park that encompass nature tourism, cultural tourism and

religious tourism is expected to provide useful information for the future development of a more competitive

temple stay program and a marketing strategy. However, more defined successive research work is required to

generalize findings of wellness oriented push and pull factors of temple stay based on nature in national parks.

KEY WORDS: TOURISM MOTIVATION, WOLJEONGSA, GURYONGSA, NATURE TOURISM, CULTURAL
TOURISM, RELIGIOUS TOURISM, WELLNESS
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Table 1. Demographics of Survey Respondents(N=152)

Criteria Frequency(No. of Person) Percentage(%)

Male 82 52.6

Gender Female 70 474

30's 34 30.4

Age 40's 38 33.9

50's 32 28.6

over 60's 8 7.1

. Married 68 459

Marital Status Single 20 541

Agriculture, Fishery and Forestry 6 3.9

Self-Employed 8 53

Company Employee 44 28.9

Occupation Sales Person 4 2.6

Professonals 20 13.2

Housewife 10 6.6

Unemployeed 6 3.9

Others 50 329

High School 34 22.4

Educational Level College Graduate 92 60.5

Graduate School 16 10.5

Less than 2 Million 22 17.7

20IM ~3 M 16 12.9

301 ~4 M 32 25.8

Household Income 401 M~ 5 M 24 194

501lM ~6M 12 9.7

More than 6 M 18 14.5
HojF= vt S 3] dvby EAVE & o W fRI JRIYE A, A o)§ 7t w3y
ARgH A xtott. W FZ2Eofof ARket A9, Zejar ANHAQl AR whs
=5 AT SRS 7HE/ AR 9 AsR/AA|7E

2k} 31.6%, EAH23.7%), AT A AFH(7.9%), 7]E
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Figure 1. Types of a Companion

Figure 2.Preferred Length of Temple Stay
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Table 2. Principal Component Factor Analysis for Push Factors

Push Factor Domains and Items Factor Loadings Eigen Value Communalities Item Means
Religious Experience 7.870 341
To Visit and Commemorate an Event 0.868 0.788 3.70
To Understand and Learn Buddism Culture 0.792 0.752 3.97
To Express Gratitude 0.744 0.792 3.38
To Appreciate Cultural/Historic Resources 0.677 0.717 3.72
To Fulfill a Pilgrimage 0.671 0.747 2.81
To Repent and Make Atonement 0.610 0.776 297
To Be' in (?ommunlon with a Monk and 0.603 0.792 332

Coreligionists

Health Enhancement 2.920 3.83
To Solve Physical Stress 0.785 0.723 3.68
To Solve Mental/Psychological Stress 0.736 0.800 4.28
To Enhance Health and Fitness 0.706 0.716 3.20
To Escape from Everyday Routine 0.630 0.605 391
To Escape from City Environment 0.609 0.650 4.10
Leisure Experience 2.345 3.05
To Enjoy Solitude 0.821 0.775 2.84
To Epjoy Adventure and a Sense Of 0.706 0.736 788
Achievement

To Enjoy Novelty 0.683 0.631 3.42
Nature Assimilation 1.388 4.21
To Appreciate Beautiful Natural Resources 0.881 0.827 4.20
To Take a Rest in a Natural Setting 0.787 0.721 4.22
To Experience and Commune with Nature 0.781 0.603 4.21
Relationship Elevation 1.281 3.60
To Enhance Family and Human Relationship 0.865 0.858 3.58
To Restore Self-Esteem 0.815 0.840 3.61
Self Actualization 1.094 4.24
To Have Inner Growth 0.811 0.800 4.20
To Have Introspection and Enlightenment 0.768 0.747 4.26
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Table 3. Principal Component Factor Analysis for Pull Factors

Pull Factor Domains and Items Factor Loadings Eigen Value Communalities Item Means
Attributes of a Temple 10.557 3.91
Variety of Tourist Information 0.808 0.808 3.88
Healthy Food 0.750 0.728 3.93
User Friendly System 0.720 0.764 3.81
Friendliness of Temple Personnel 0.629 0.597 4.06
Personal Time With a Monk 0.551 0.580 3.81
Architectural Beauty of a Temple 0.512 0.674 3.97
User Convenience 2.625 3.96
Comfortable Educational Amanities 0.785 0.833 4.06
Capacity of The Facility 0.781 0.821 4.01
Cleanliness of Amenities 0.769 0.747 4.04
Number of The Participants 0.684 0.572 3.74
Cost of Use 0.570 0.702 3.97
Recuperative Quality 1.917 4.53
Qusacl)li'g of Natural Resources (Air, Water and 0832 0787 451
Quiet and Pleasant Settings For a Rest 0.816 0.749 4.62
Well Conserved Nature 0.746 0.715 4.53
Intrinsic Ambience of a Temple 0.633 0.607 4.47
Tranquility of a Temple 0.618 0.725 4.53
Tourism Experience 1,700 3.63
Quality of Cultural/Historic Resources 0.719 0.783 3.84
Facilities for Outdoor Activities 0.674 0.670 3.78
Fame of a Temple 0.636 0.797 3.62
Indigenous Fauna and Flora 0.593 0.753 3.81
Neighboring Tourist Destinations 0.532 0.692 3.49
Friendliness of Local People 0.514 0.644 3.22
Quality of a Program 1.418 3.99
Professionality of a Program 0.830 0.787 4.13
Reputation of a Program 0.680 0.726 3.72
Variety of a Program 0.446 0.540 4.12
Accessibility and Transportation 1.240 3.77
Easy Accessibility 0.807 0.851 3.71
Convenient Transportation 0.796 0.804 3.82
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