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Analysis of Policies to Activate the Volunteer Fire Brigade in Japan
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ABSTRACT

Japan is a representative state where the volunteer fire brigade consisting of private citizens is well
developed although it has an advanced fire fighting system established by local governments. Japan
realized the limitation of response by governmental fire fighting system when large-scale natural
disasters such as earthquake or typhoon and has developed and promoted several policies to activate
the volunteer fire brigade. This study analyzes the policies of the volunteer fire brigade in Japan in
detail and suggests policies which can be introduced to activate the volunteer fire brigade in Korea.

Key words: Fire service, Volunteer fire service, Volunteer fire brigade in Japan
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Figure 1. Trends in members of fire fighting agencies in

Japan.
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Figure 3. Trends in age distribution in Japan.

Table 2. Age Distribution of Members in Korea
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