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Actual Condition Analysis on Legal Status of Saemaul Mini-Library:
Focused on Saemaul Mini-Library in Busan Metropolitan City
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to identify the problems by analyzing the actual condition based on the
legal requirements among Saemaul mini-libraries in Busan Metropolitan City. The results are
like these. There were 154 Saemaul mini-Libraries. Of them, the rate of Small-Libraries which
satisfied the requirements of a municipal library to the Library Act was 0%(0) in part of building
floor space, 1%(1) in part of a reading room, 40%(59) in part of the data in a library and 31%(45)
in the number of books to be supplemented per year. Mini-library which satisfied as the
requirements for a small-scale public library was 37%(58) in part of the floor space, 66%(101)
in part of a reading room, and 73%(112) in part of data in a library. 50%(77) of the mini-library
was open more than 5 days per week. 52% (80) Mini-libraries was open for more than 5 hours
per day. mini-library with permanent professionals(librarians) was only 1%(2). Mini-libraries
of 99%(152) were non-professional workers(no librarians). For the average budget per year,
81%(127) spent less than 10 million won. 5%(5) received government subsidies. The mini-library
of 74%(114) spent less than 5 million won on average for purchasing materials. Most of
mini-libraries didn't meet the requirements of small-scale libraries to be private libraries or
public libraries. It was also found that mini-libraries had various features on the location.
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