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The Elementary and Middle School Students' Perceptions of
Global Warming and Climate Change

Ji Sook Lee - Hye Gyeong Park - Cheol Cheong*

Daegu University

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to investigate elementary and middle school (grade 5 and 7) students
perceptions of globa warming and climate change. A tota of 239 students completed opened-form questionnaire
consisting of cartoons regarding global warming and climate change. The results showed that are as follows.
Elementary and middle school students had low level of perception of globa warming and climate change. A
majority of students rightly believed that the global warming is related to greenhouse gases, glacier, environmental
pollution, etc. Also, Many students had scientific concepts about the cause of globa warming while some of the
students had misconceptions that destruction of the ozone layer will cause an global warming. We have found that
some of the students of elementary and middle school had confused between the cause of global warming and ozone
depletions.
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