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Characteristics of Space Usage Patterns by Types of Single or
Couple Elderly Households

- Focused on an Analysis of Time Use Survey -
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Kwon, Oh-Jung Lee, Yong-Min Ha, Hae-Hwa Shin, Hye-In Kim, Hyoung-Woo
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify characteristics of space usage patterns by types of elderly households(single or
couple). For the study, 74 elders who were older than 65 were selected and their living behaviors at their home during a
day (24 hours) were analyzed. Respondents were classified into 6 types based on a combination of their household type,
income level and health status. The results showed that the elderly residents tended to live a well-regulated life, however,
each type had unique time and space use pattern. For example, the more the elder residents were healthy, the more they
used many rooms. Frail elderly residents spent most of the day in their bedroom. Also, if they had a spouse, each one
tended to use a separate private room for his or her daily life whether they shared a bedroom or not.
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