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Attitudes about Parental Economic Support to Young
Adult Children: Comparisons among Children, Mothers
and Fathers

Yun-Suk Lee

Recently increasing young adults have experienced serious economic difficulties
in their transition to adulthood and so a great deal of parents have to help their
children financially even well after children finish their schools. Utilizing the 2008
Social Survey, a nationwide representative survey collected by the Statistics Korea,
this paper examines how children, mothers, and fathers think about parental support
to adult children. Respondents of the 2008 Social Survey answer how much parents
support economically to their children about the following four items: college
education, graduation school education, spending money while searching for jobs,
and marital preparation. Analyzing a sample of 1,727 high school students and their
parents, I find that the three family members generally accept economic support to
the above items as part of parental duties. Also comparisons of the three family
members' attitudes indicate that they usually reach the consensus about the dutiful
scope of parental support to adult children. Logistic regressions reveal that male
teens and children with conservatism are more likely to believe in wider scope of
parental economic duties. And parents who are on good terms with children and are
high in educational and occupational levels are more willing to support adult
children. I conclude with implications of the findings for intergenerational
relationships.

Key Words: Parents, Adult children, Economic support





