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A Comparative Study of Landscape Design Competitions' Guidelines and
Entry Plans

- The Case of Winning Design Proposals for Urban infrastructure of the Hangdong Bogeumjari
Housing District -
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Dept. of Landscape Architecture, Hankyong National University

ABSTRACT

This study is aimed at the improvement of administrative operations of landscape design competitions and qualitative
enhancement of design quality by mutually comparing the guidelines and entry plans. The case targeted for the current
study is landscape design proposals for the Seoul Hangdong Bogeumjari Housing District recently launched within a greenbelt
zone in the outskirts of Seoul. The study examines from a critical perspective the design guidelines and the contents of
the three winning design proposals with a focus on whether or not they have reflected the guidelines. It was observed
that many provisions of the principles and conceptual guidelines which serve as clues to the designs for winning designs
proposals show the direction in which the project is to be headed. It was also observed that the provisions and the way
they are expressed are intertwined, while, at the same time, the guidelines were not organized or developed in an orderly
manner. Such a structural pattern of the guidelines is linked fo the aspects of the contents of the winning design proposals
as described in the following. It is observed that guidelines related to the direction in which the design to be headed are
so regulatory and lengthy that they are overly standardized. This could make it difficult to read the possibility of the alternative
shifts in the winning design proposals. At the same time, the attributes of winning design proposals themselves, which
require observable discriminatory superiority, could serve as a factor causing excess of meanings by jumping on the bandwagon
of naming. On the conirary, where autonomy of design is guaranteed or no guidelines are provided for the winning design
proposals, discriminatory differences were observed, thereby making it easy to measure them. This illustrates well that
guidelines and structural format should be provided through a separate undertaking that has taken into careful consideration
environmental traits of the site in question, objectives required and so forth.
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