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ABSTRACT

The paradigm of the use and management of natural resources is changing. Wise use of natural resources can be achieved
by enhancing their conservation value and, at the same time, taking them as an opportunity for regional development. It
leads to an idea of pursuing regional development by making good use of natural resources.

In this paper, natural resources were classified as living species resources, ecosystem and landscape resources, and
non-living resources. The resources were divided into 27 detailed analysis indices. The administrative boundaries of 165
municipalities in Korea were defined as spatial analysis units. Finally, a spatial database of natural resources was built.
To classify the regional types, we conducted factor analyses with a detailed index of natural resources and a cluster analysis
with the factor value.

As the result of the factor analysis, six factors have been deduced as follows: forest resources, landscape resources,
coastal ecology resources, inland water resources, landform resources, and ecology visit resources. In addition, the cluster
analyses were conducted for the points of the factors drawn, The final classification consists of nine groups, and appropriate
methods for each regional development have been suggested.

Results of this study will contribute to providing fundamental materials for site selection and objective-setting for regional

development policies and planning in consideration of natural resources.
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