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( Abstract )

A Survey on Parent’s Recognition and Utilization Patterns of Oriental
Medical Care of Preschool Students in Seong-Dong district

Park You Jin - Seul Ji Lee’ + Yoon Ji Yeon - Sung Min Myoung**

Department of Pediatrics, Jein Oriental Medical Hospital
*Department of Acupuncture & Moxibustion, Jaseng Oriental Medical Hospital
**Faculty of health science, Jungwon University

Objectives
The purpose of this study is to examine the parental recognition and utilizing patterns of oriental medical
care in children who live in Seong-Dong district.

Methods
802 day-care center children's parents participated in the survey on recognition and utilizing patterns of
oriental medical care, and 702 of the surveys were analyzed.

Results

1. 38.33% has received previous oriental medical treatments and most were received at the children's age under
12-24 months. Majority of the treatments took place in the clinical settings. By recommendation, some also
received their treatment at the medical centers. One of the reasons why they receive oriental medical treatments
was that they prefer to balance their treatment with the orental medical treatments along with the western's.

2. 53.85% of those who received oriental medical treatments were satisfied with their treatments. The effective
treatment results were the major reason for the satisfaction.

3. 49.56% of those who had oriental medical treatments chose specific oriental medical facilities for the children's
ailment. Most specific oriental medical facilities were local oriental medical clinics. Reputation fame were the
main reason in choosing the clinics.

4. In 2009, 55.26% had received care in the specific oriental medical clinics for the diseases, such as respiratory
symptoms, systemic symptoms, gastrointestinal symptoms, skin problems, neurological and psychiatric disease
for infants, and respiratory symptoms, gastrointestinal symptoms, systemic symptoms, skin problems, neurological
and psychiatric symptoms, urinary symptoms and musculoskeletal symptoms for toddlers.

5. The average duration of herbal treatment were 7-14 days, preferably 4-6 days, and preferred number of medical
visits were once a week on Saturdays and preferred day for night cares were on Friday nights. Average treatment
fee per treatment was less than 10,000 won which coincided with the preferred treatment fee per visit.

6. The very first medical institutions chosen by parents once their children are ill are the following; Western
medical institutions, western medical clinics, pharmacies, oriental medical clinics, health centers, and lastly,
oriental medical institutions. The major concerns in receiving oriental medical cares include pesticides in
herbs and hazardous substances in heavy metals. Preferred form of oriental medicine was decoction, the
negative feedback of oriental medicine was mostly due to the bitter taste of the oriental herbal decoctions.
Preferred frequency of intake was twice a day with less than 10cc~20cc per single intake.

Conclusions
Taken all together, we conclude that the growing recognition of Oriental Pediatric medicine is needed among parents.

Key words : Status of children, Korean medicine, Recognition of Korean pediatric medicine
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