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The Influence of Husbands' Sex Role Stereotype, Intercultural
Sensitivity, and the Acceptance of Their Wives' Culture

on Their Wives' Acculturation and Marital and Life Satisfaction
in Multicultural Family: Daegu and Gyeongbuk Area

Hyun-Ran Sung

Department of Psychology, Catholic University of Daegu

The objective of this study is to investigate the influence of husbands' sex role stereotype, intercultural
sensitivity, and the acceptance of wife's culture on immigrant women's acculturation, marital satisfaction and
life satisfaction in multi-cultural family in Korea. The data of 100 immigrant women and their husbands
were analyzed. Husbands' mean age was 41.6 and wifes' mean age was 29.6. The results of this study are
as follows. The first, husbands' sex role stereotype, intercultural sensitivity and the acceptance of wives'
culture together explain only marginalization among wives' acculturation(integration, assimilation, segregation,

and marginalization) significantly, but individual variable's effect was not significant. The second, husbands ’

acceptance of wives' culture explain marital and life satisfaction significantly. Third, only marginalization

among four types of acculturation explain significantly marital and life satisfaction significantly. integration
explain only life satisfaction significantly. Husbands' sex role stereotype is related with the acceptance of
their wives' culture and their intercultural sensitivity negatively. In wives' acculturation, there is low positive
correlation between assimilation and integration and moderate negative correlation between assimilation and
marginalization. This study revealed that the marital and life satisfaction of immigrant women in
intercultural family in Korea are explained by acculturation which was influenced by their husband's
acceptance of wives' culture and they are not only immigrant wife's problem but multicultural problem.

intercultural  sensitivity,

Key words : multicultural family in Kovea, immigrant wife, husband's sex role stereotype,

accnlturation, marital satisfaction
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