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Social Changes and Changes of the meaning

of leisure in Korea

Sokho Choe

Graduate School of Leisure Business, Seoul School of Integrated Sciences and Technologies

As Korean society was changed from the traditional into the modern and once again is transforming into
high modern society, meanings of leisure also are changing. However there were not many researches on
changes of the two and even those were rarely found that leisure studies are based on theories in Korean
academic context. The study provides changes of meanings of leisure from the theory of civilizing process
and a detailed and critical examination of crises of Korean national identities in globalising society. As
such reminds us that at a time changing structure of psyche and society delivers a new approach to our
evaluation and appreciation of leisure. During the modernizing of Korean society work was a top priority

and leisure could not take any priority over all other social institutions. However in a globalising world

leisure has been taking as a vital sources of Korean dynamics.

Key words : leisure, work, civilising, process, national identity politics, personality and social siructure
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