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Case Report

Heterotopic Gastrointestinal Cyst of the Tongue: Case Report

Somi Kim, Tae-Joon Kil, Tae-Hoon Hahm, Hyun-Sil Kim"?, Choong-Kook Yi, In-Ho Cha"?

Departments of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, 'Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology,
*Oral Cancer Research Institute, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University

Gastrointestinal cyst found within the oral cavity has been reported as a rare occurrence with less than 40 cases. The tongue
is the preferred site with almost 60% of cysts occurring within oral cavity, The cyst usually shows an asymptomatic swelling
in the floor of the mouth, about 30% of affected individuals have symptoms related to difficulties with feeding, swallowing
and respiration. The histopathologic features of the cyst vary with respect to the type of epithelium lining; gastric, squamous,
intestinal and respiratory epithelium, The pathogenesis is not known, but it may be related to entrapment of undifferentiated
endoderm within oral cavity during early fetal development. In this article, we report a case of a gastrointestinal cyst of

the tongue in a 16-month-old girl.
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Fig. 1. Intraoral view showing fistulous track on dorsal surface
of tongue.
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Fig. 3. (A) Histological examination revealed an open cystic struc-
ture (x10), (B) There was the abrupt transition (arrow) from oral
mucosa with stratified squamous epithelium to intestinal type
cyst-lining epithelium (x40), (C) High power view of the oral cyst
(box) showed cystic structure lined entirely by tall columnar gas-
trointestinal epithelium (hematoxylin-eosin, original magnifica-
tion (x100). arrow: transitional area from oral mucosa to cyst.
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