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A Heuristic Algorithm for Power Plant Coal Supply
Planning Problems
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This paper deals with a coal supply planning problem for power plants. We propose a mathematical optimization
model to make decisions for coal pile sections, movement of reclaimers, and operation time of conveyor belts.
The objective of the proposed model is to minimize the total operation time of conveyor belts and total
movement time of reclaimers. The algorithm firstly selects a pile section by considering both the location of
reclaimers and the stock amount on that pile section. And then the shortest path from the selected pile section
has to be put into the operation schedule and check whether the total operation time is satisfied. Then finally the
new schedule is updated. To this end, we have tested the proposed algorithm comparing with the general
standard optimization package for the simplified problem SCSPP. From the numerous test runs for comparing
with the existing coal supply scheduling methods, We see that the proposed model may improve the coal supply

operation by reducing significant coal supply costs.
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Figure 5. An example of coal supplies

Table 1. An example of coal supply scheduling chart

+ Hyunggen Moon * Gyunghyun Choi
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Table 3. CPLEX vs. a proposed algorithm for SCSPP of Type 1
CPLEX(MIP) ARk FelzE daueF
Problem .
No z" CPU Time(Z%) Zy CPU Time(Z%) | 7" 14100
z
1 535 1.83 556 0.43 3.93
2 553 1.71 579 0.55 4.70
3 564 1.82 592 0.43 4.96
4 615 1.71 625 0.43 1.63
5 729 1.95 729 0.55 0.0
6 684 2.07 684 0.43 0.0
7 713 1.71 713 0.55 0.0
8 608 2.19 634 0.43 4.28
9 660 1.95 687 0.43 4.09
10 710 2.07 748 0.43 5.35
11 763 1.71 783 0.32 2.62
12 773 1.83 799 0.33 3.36
13 755 1.95 775 0.32 2.65
14 726 1.83 763 0.32 5.10
15 912 1.95 948 0.44 3.95
16 902 1.86 982 0.32 8.87
17 1042 1.84 1142 0.43 9.60
18 1089 231 1105 0.43 1.47
19 826 1.71 838 0.33 1.45
20 887 2.07 939 0.43 5.86
oA 3.69
Table 4. CPLEX vs. a proposed algorithm for SCSPP of Type 2
CPLEX(MIP) A%t FEzg dugE
Problem ; - *
; CPU Time CPU Time l2y— 27
No Z _ Zy, : — %100
(=) (=)
21 741 2.68 775 0.55 4.59
22 878 2.44 929 0.44 5.81
23 1093 1.09 1199 0.55 9.70
24 908 1.22 985 0.54 8.48
25 1093 2.32 1136 0.66 3.93
26 1207 231 1235 0.76 232
27 1331 2.44 1431 0.77 7.51
28 1408 3.05 1478 0.87 4.97
29 1362 2.44 1426 0.76 4.70
30 1410 2.19 1524 0.66 8.09
31 1345 1.58 1446 0.76 7.51
32 1543 2.07 1610 0.88 434
33 1507 1.95 1612 0.88 6.97
34 1680 2.19 1701 0.76 1.25
35 1631 2.56 1740 0.98 6.68
36 1729 2.07 1853 0.76 7.17
37 1856 2.31 1957 0.98 5.44
38 2139 1.82 2226 0.98 4.07
39 2004 2.31 2125 0.99 6.04
40 1987 1.82 2121 0.98 6.74
RS 5.82
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CPLEX(MIP) At Fe 28 dagFE
Problem . . *
No 7 CPU‘Tlme z, CPU‘Tlme lzp— 27 100
(=) (=) 2"
41 911 2.55 955 0.76 4.83
42 1068 2.19 1072 0.55 0.37
43 1118 1.71 1208 0.65 8.05
44 1292 2.32 1335 0.77 3.33
45 1125 2.31 1185 0.54 5.33
46 1265 2.08 1299 0.65 2.69
47 1301 1.95 1446 0.66 11.15
48 1393 2.19 1583 0.77 13.64
49 1521 2.56 1606 0.88 5.59
50 1628 1.95 1656 0.86 1.72
51 1523 2.07 1619 0.88 6.30
52 1664 1.95 1769 0.87 6.31
53 1701 243 1767 0.98 3.88
54 1807 2.20 1888 0.98 4.48
55 1832 2.07 1917 0.98 4.64
56 1823 2.08 1933 0.98 6.03
57 2112 2.81 2212 1.09 4.73
58 1958 2.68 2059 0.98 5.16
59 2220 2.56 2315 1.19 4.28
60 2380 2.07 2423 1.31 1.81
B 5.22
Table 6. CPLEX vs. a proposed algorithm for CSPP of Type 1
Problem Cl | C2 | Al Fref2H %2
CPU Time CPU Time CPU Time <100
No Zoy o Zen o Zu o H
(%) (%) (%)
1 664 0.32 622 0.32 500 0.43 24.40
2 680 0.33 629 0.21 483 0.43 30.23
3 680 0.32 645 0.32 543 0.45 18.78
4 840 0.33 663 0.33 602 0.55 10.13
5 905 0.32 892 0.33 786 0.54 13.49
6 933 0.43 882 0.32 714 0.54 23.53
7 930 0.32 924 0.32 715 0.43 29.23
8 745 0.32 700 0.21 611 0.43 14.57
9 759 0.32 731 0.32 592 0.44 23.48
10 974 0.33 815 0.32 716 0.43 13.83
11 816 0.22 837 0.33 565 0.32 44.42
12 861 0.21 924 0.21 859 0.34 0.23
13 889 0.23 768 0.22 674 0.32 13.61
14 770 0.22 858 0.33 727 0.43 591
15 964 0.21 991 0.32 912 0.44 5.7
16 981 0.22 995 0.44 954 0.55 2.83
17 1113 0.32 1306 0.32 1020 0.44 9.12
18 1189 0.44 1336 0.32 1073 0.43 10.81
19 926 0.21 839 0.33 703 0.33 19.35
20 1168 0.21 1126 0.33 785 0.32 43.44
i 17.85
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Table 7. CPLEX vs. a proposed algorithm for CSPP of Type 2
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Problem ¢l - €2 - A FelsH - |Z.— Z
CPU Time CPU Time CPU Time ———X100
No Zen . Zen . Zn . Zy
(=2) (=) (=)
21 907 0.44 864 0.43 815 0.65 6.01
22 1104 043 988 0.44 869 0.55 13.69
23 1292 0.66 1283 0.55 1199 0.65 7.01
24 1187 0.55 1172 0.44 1025 0.54 14.34
25 1320 0.66 1247 0.44 1176 0.65 6.04
26 1558 0.65 1439 0.65 1236 0.67 16.42
27 1748 0.65 1625 0.77 1539 0.88 5.59
28 1898 0.76 1781 0.65 1545 0.87 15.28
29 1765 0.65 1719 0.65 1466 0.77 17.26
30 1830 0.77 1680 0.55 1524 0.76 10.24
31 1824 0.76 1666 0.55 1516 0.77 9.89
32 2027 0.77 2014 0.76 1690 0.87 19.17
33 1993 0.86 1882 0.65 1610 0.98 16.89
34 2264 0.88 2156 0.65 1741 0.88 23.84
35 2010 0.76 1948 0.66 1740 0.98 11.95
36 2267 0.98 2168 0.76 1893 0.99 14.53
37 2429 0.88 2295 0.77 2077 1.09 10.50
38 2712 1.09 2690 1.10 2266 1.09 18.71
39 2595 0.98 2570 0.98 2165 1.09 18.71
40 2512 0.98 2681 1.09 2161 1.19 16.24
R 13.62
Table 8. CPLEX vs. a proposed algorithm for CSPP of Type 3
Problem cl - €2 - A% #22H - | Z.— 2,
CPU Time CPU Time CPU Time ———X100
No Zey . Zy 5 Zy N Zyy
(%) (2) (%)
41 1182 0.55 1047 0.76 895 1.09 16.98
42 1362 0.54 1207 0.87 1102 1.19 9.53
43 1346 0.65 1329 0.98 1208 1.20 10.02
44 1657 0.77 1552 0.98 1335 1.31 16.25
45 1355 0.54 1340 0.76 1185 1.30 13.08
46 1634 0.65 1480 0.65 1299 1.42 13.93
47 1598 0.65 1588 0.65 1446 1.30 9.82
48 1814 0.88 1737 0.76 1583 1.64 9.76
49 1933 0.87 1807 0.76 1646 1.63 7.78
50 2106 0.87 2013 0.88 1616 1.86 24.57
51 2044 1.09 1983 0.87 1659 1.64 19.53
52 2175 1.09 2058 0.76 1809 1.32 13.76
53 2217 1.31 2189 0.98 1807 1.09 21.14
54 2300 1.19 2285 0.99 1928 2.18 18.52
55 2417 1.42 2321 0.98 1917 2.40 21.07
56 2390 2.40 2256 0.98 1973 1.53 14.34
57 2712 1.85 2605 1.09 2252 1.42 15.67
58 2502 1.42 2460 1.09 2099 2.40 17.20
59 2771 2.07 2795 1.31 2255 2.95 22.88
60 3138 2.07 3099 1.42 2426 2.73 27.74
Rohis 16.28
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