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| Abstract |

Recently, a number of local governments as well as private organizations have spearheaded the
release of animals into the natural ecosystem in Korea. In 2002, most of these animals released were
mammals and birds, but the parameter was gradually expanded to include fish, amphibians, and
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invertebrates in addition to mammals and birds in 2007, with an increased overall number of animals
released. Such increase has not only posed ecological, economic, and public health risks, but also
yielded an increase in damages incurred by releasing animals historically or ecologically alien to a
given region without thorough risk assessment. The most significant cause of such risks was a critical
lack of risk management and regulatory schemes addressing the release of animals into the natural
ecosystem. In stark contrast, developed countries long before established the requisite risk management
and regulatory schemes either by complying with the IUCN/SSC's Guidelines for Re-Introductions or
devising them independently. In this context, the current study has examined the release of animals
into the natural ecosystem in Korea and, based on the investigation, asserted a strong need for proper
risk management. Moreover, the study has presented systematic risk management and regulatory
schemes suitable for the Korean milieu based on a comparative analysis of those employed in developed
countries.
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& 7J(North American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA)2> =A% Q1 AA|&& =
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13) North American Pollinator Protection Campaign(2006), pp.3—25.
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14) IUCN/SSC Re—Introduction Specialist Group(1995), pp.1-9.
15) Joint Nature Conservation Committee(2003), pp.15—18.
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