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Life Experience of Inpatients with Recurrent Breast Cancer

Kim, Young Ju

Full-time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Daejeon Health Sciences College, Daejeon, Korea

Purpose: Understanding daily life experiences of patients admitted to hospital with recurrent breast cancer. Methods: The
grounded theory method was used for this study. Results: Consistent comparative analysis was used throughout the study to
obtain the results. Results showed that inpatients with recurrent breast cancer experience ‘a co-existence of life suffering and
fear of death’. The causal condition of this result was determined to be ‘patient’s response to cancer recurrence (acceptance/
despair)’, including contextual conditions such as, ‘previous experience with cancer treatment’, ‘patient’s current physical con-
dition’, and ‘treatment methods for recurrent cancer’. Intervening conditions, such as ‘a strong will to live’, ‘family support’,
‘moral support providers’, and action/interaction strategies were found to provide patients with ‘a strength to live’. Shown in
these results, inpatients with recurrent breast cancer were seen to have a simultaneous ‘hope for life and fear of death’. Con-
clusion: When providing nursing services to inpatients with recurrent breast cancer, people must recognize there is a notable
difference between individual patients’ contextual conditions and interactive strategies. Henceforth, proper cognitive nursing
must be provided which encourages patients to maintain a strong will to overcome the many hardships of treatment as well as
physical nursing, such as management of side effects caused by chemotherapy.

Key words: Breast cancer, Recurrence, Life experience, Grounded theory

ke A5 g 69

o
o
i

ut

ot
X
1o

Ho

i
o

N

—

olr
ox
H
)
il

o H

o

=

=24

s

oo >V
()

)

olr

ox %
Mo tlo

=

O
re
i)
>
i

9 0 2 03} thokslar EgkAlel AlA| A

>~
O
1o

§1L/l16]- Al

L= E A MY

A& =3 AR A 1%

tlo olN

o,
ot

B}A SFchBull et al., 1999; Mahon, Cella, & Donovan, 1990;
ol slxpo] A AFL A7 Ak}
ASH 497} glom, Wil fgo 2o A

10-304 Tof =

FQ0: {ulol xjut Ato| A5 20|12

2 1= 50 A A7) 7] 2 0] BEAFEl) = Fo] o] K2 up| 6} 7<),

T

*“Thisarticle is based on a part of the first author’s doctoral thesis from Chungnam University.

Address reprint requests to: Kim, Young Ju

Department of Nursing, Daejeon Health Sciences College, 77-3 Gayang 2-dong, Dong-gu, Daejeon 300-711, Korea

Tel: +82-42-670-9378 Fax:+82-42-670-9370 E-mail:yjkim@hit.ackr
=319:20108 1982 AArIF 20108 19212 ARISFEL: 2011 42 1

© 2011 Korean Society of Nursing Science

52l

www.kan.or.kr | ISSN 2005-3673



ik}
rio
>
U
oft
re
40
0 1
it
=
=3
riok
>
©
B
19
N
ook

N
—_

3% Q7] Wizl o 791 erebake] A el it vhe A
& o QoL shAloh 3 gk o] fRFQRE AR 1047}
W 40thol] 7178 FrbstaL, 404) ofshe] HAYRIE 7L A 5
OF 60%= Z}FA| 8+ (National Cancer Information Center, 2009)
oA 404 o]8te] F2- Lrolofl = At 7hsAdo] ARt
-8 9k 4= QIek AA] Kim} Park (2001)2] Aol A %= 354] o] 5}
ool A o] ek AEo] 364 o) ool <]

o ol

i rlr 10 o et
O
]
and

Gurer A

T §ol5b ) b e & st glck ol el 9%

oF B 3 Lholo] e AT AP AMES AR 5

A HS 3P B 7o) 93 ARk eleht A

ofeb 4F¢] AH(ransition)o] 1S ) 71 AT FHL 28} /1

o, A3l Appe) 2ol Sof olsto] Al LhEHiRe] 114 o

2 Hofahud] S5 4] 23S 3 4 GIchs Meleis 2007)9] 74
o)

Aol ojgiehl sharel el el A AHL 29§
ol

500] 1 B T ) 40T 9 v
TﬂﬂHEéb}:$%q

olo] h2ri,
ﬂq$ﬂﬂ°m°z 3
A RIS} 15, o) 2 St el ng
& Im, 1998; Kim & Chang, 1994; Montagna et al,, 200
2008)= - oF ARk 2hAke] FAF=ofofl Yzt 7k o] A AH =
A A&7 lofl= ofete Ao 2 Hojin): E3t =@joflAf dYstoizl
S A 3kx1e] 4ho] ZH3ofl tgt AH(Bull et al, 1999; Kenne-
Sarenmalm, Thorén-Jonsson, Gaston-Johansson, & Ohlén, 2009)= "1
A3kE gl e A Bake] 7heo] ek dl ARk
o] glom], §t 3 A5 39| 4ol el vhet Sl A7 eon
1994) ©14] Ak 22}] Ape] AT 2 77|l Felst ]
ol £ A BAS 110 489100 ALz A2 of
O e} cloh Alhstol uhela elzke] A ke o]
ot ol2o] U125 e} A, 20050060 T &
ok A 2] afe] e A 3 of Aol sl Lt

8; Santillan et al.,

1= of H AJ7Jef] Qlitol whe} thg 4 Qlekin of A4k whebA A
o Qe AR T R0 2 SR Al 9l
oF 8xpo] At Zalo] et G A el o) Apstel
EFAE $Itel ohg- L astch A

2. 917 25
- A70) B AL A A G2 3ol w2 £ Aol
e o] g1l Al A=Fel S AN Bt 4o 2ol

DOI: 10.4040/jkan.2011.41.2.214

=
91 R A B] 4] 3B ozl o]k

o7
1. g7 A
2 A A A =FR S A SRS i AC. & Strauss@}
Corbin (1998 )] W % *}%ﬁkﬂ U A =52 FHer AR ﬂx}

2. A+ EOIXL MY

7 Ao AR Sl C ST il Yl

o} S5, WA AR, BRE AR E A|Ze] ol
VAL 51 S T S 47 el 24
317] 9J8ho] LAk 2007 $YEE] 20084 3Y7A] kel B
Fofl Qelo] 238] 71402 U HekaA] A URALE A
3 QJeIA| R 5<) S-S0l A WEhE Al 3 Foix 2
AleJ8litt 2833 AT 15 Bl W o] nhelel 28}
Al sk S - op el el sk A 3
20] 49 ] o]z <18 FE} o]} g o] Basto] Ao
ol550] of0]x] gro} Folx7} gl WAl Th2 BASo] 47
U258 LR Aolof) 7152 231 8190k ke 30804 3417t
ofl 21 Ol 0131L, W WEAIZES: 1417} 2052013]ck

KIPN RS R <
& At S et ojatstollA dAsh= A4

Asjol] 20074 72 319 AT HAAIHE A07-15
AR, A 42

nJZi

)

fr

(O8]

:

N

u

i

40

2

o)

= [
Lo o
X, )
S oo
> flo 1o

i
=
1
2 Ar 3@ N orr o do

759 S AN B2 S AL, YU e B
2ol 23814 R5te] Fol S P F PES 7|55}
1, A 71E71% 5& BAR o) §5erk MRS 30
oA 3AH R 2R Elgl o] W g2 Felde] Folg o
B =235, el Bt 5 vl ARE] Jsioln At

www.kan.or.kr



QA7 35 Ak HlshA ol
Sl 745 ABkIe F 5012 Qm WEsto] AR A Wt
Sick AH20) £3HE 9I5to] 123} HAYA 79 i 28] W
.38 2,48 29 sk
37 APIAL 12 224 SAOA Lt

o U o £ IO 7 0|8 HF5Y %HE%% ol 2o
e MRS HRSY BAS 71 e E 4 ol Holtt

4, A ORI 23

e
71
SofAl =,
olt= FEAE %
A=2] efe vd
AlEA] AF-&2 2.
olF& 7SS &
£ AREBIA] = Ao
3| o]52] Ao
AR} Ao e 3 oF2 AL
7hEd & B w)7E Aofehs AT
o] & T dARHE AAtellAl ekt o= Qle s depe
AT

?‘

o
_1>4

3k 2R A, FotRtol A
BEATRE T AT Folo]
Folol A1 3 B 2

Fo
o 1

e~

o©
19
B

rlr o
>
)
_O|L
N
2
2
re

e 8
)
=N

}

( _lo

]

1o =
O <)
ol
é_‘u:, oﬁ, 02\‘1..

lo oiff
>,
ox,
=2
rUZZ e}
of.
ok
2
R
H
ot
re
-4
22
£

m!:!
rulo
02i
9‘L
K
re
y

toh

buopot
o
4 @
o 1Ir
N
L
)
o,
oY)
o
=)
re

aOHU

o

o &
It

e

5
i_‘
N —lJ
EU)i
-3
™
2
&

o>
I
|

ot
pacy
o

H
g
o o

>,

f

o

o

Oll

—V.Lmlo
\1_>.:
P
& [
B o
R )

il
N %
X2

5. Xjz2| EAMut Efgd &

A1 W (Strauss & Corbin,
1998)& AH-8-5 9&4 ol I, AAFY, AEEY WA= o
Solga A4z 4417} 5 Q1] el
A% %=1= Guba®} Lincoln (1981)0] A& A1) AUAS B716k=
A2 AN 474 7129 AL

)
N
T
=
=
o
=1
=
é
o
&
2
i)
o
5
=,

cability), &3+ (con31stency), U4 (neutmhty

A PR A7 R e
o 2 10] % o%x} e 2
2] AR QIR AN, AL, A1 RS L ek 2
= g0l AT A ey 3
Holare] e 2

AA 78] FrolAE Y A ANE U S ek 27t
B dFolel A S S

ML AP A} fARY HEtolL Aol

_IZi
rui*l
?9
rlr
N

www.kan.or.kr

=
dex

2 ojolaiel 3 QoA AL s Slste] chopt )

o=
79 ol ZFE 4= QS skl Folrte] o] Taby

el 012 w7k 428 5 Waksick

AT AT} i Aol M EISLS o) 1 7R}
FAT AU LRI I Ao A B A] AL ]
AFI B0} 35 20150 HEAG-S Fol e etk
£ ool A2 AEste] QP4 Shustela shick

FUHE chpabga AstolA] o] wiAsofok 2 oluleh
ok 3 A0l AR Abo] ofuigt el t 2} =5 A
Sl gkt b2 Aaslglon, AL AES S i aTer
) 21742 ]S A3k B4 §lo) wmeielsich

o5 i}
1. &oixiel £4
w2 407} 47, 5007} 21, 60T) 14, 70T 1S

24olgiek A 470] 718, 2%0] AP, 2
Q1L 357} 5%, AP 17, 3541 17, 64

alas
2
>
o
o 1o
F_R

¥ T
i)
ik

i,
g1
S
N N

— O
O
fot e,

@ of Hu
[e]
-

E
>
B
o
%2
i)
>_>£
=)
rsl

Al 871 5%0] 171903l Ta7] 1%,
}31] ) 9H(Ductal Carcinoma In Situ, DCIS) 1%0]31c)
4] Ak (Distant Metastasis, DM) HE 7} 6rg0]i L, =+
(Loco-regional recurrence, LRR) SE[|7} 17, 31 s A}
/70 Aprolglont = i Aol HAl Afrel 7
Ak 3 57|72 ot 419 871€o] AL, A
391 silol7} 2, Kio] 1
w o] 14, Zke & ouko]| A AEalar H]—]:H
Tegolof T g Aagt 749 17, w2 o] 15 HolEl 7
o|Aet A et Al 22 Modified radical mastectomy (MRM)
1, quadrantectomy 3= Af|2Fof A MRM &} 7-¢- 2%, lumpectomy -
A A Aol ) MRM & 7397} 17 oIk At Zroda} 3 Al
201 79 wig 24 T AL

=
N
ok
rlo Jo
i
o>“

=
i

0
ol

Y
8
2
i3

me o P
>
i

-

m]I

1 of
oF L T i —-lo

—[o

U A=FA A AL FAR2 dref Bl Hie Al=E A
S2Q v A WS ol gste] AR Ak 107]9] MR =
SE Ak sfithelof whE HFE A Ak dabA 2402 Ao]
e hS-(=- 887 oL, SR Aol s 2ol o
TR B0l o, ek 212 ol X7 R, A
SJAIAVSE, A A = FER bt S 202 At

DOI: 10.4040/jkan.2011.41.2.214



217

SHz 7% o)A o 7150) A4 4] O] ke EANR ekt B A IS AJo] o o] o] el Hm, Al B4 ob 7h
o, A g AEAG MRS Aophe F B/ E trebdi, 18 B0 X7 A, Tkl w2 Aolir

40 )t F gl it Tl o] o SHYO R Table 19 A 5§ IH 3L AATTO] Bk 25, Hg et
2k W71 St 21 AEL ok of 5 of A chAtslof B S el

A1 2|2 Aol ATk ol el 5-E Aol gl 9]
1) olabs £74 of = Hol P} 45HH] e A9 A Ro] 12 37} hA|=
QU 2712 ofE Ao WASHALL WHSES ol AP FAAR A9

oLk ERA Atk TR SO WAV FHRA FFE . AN] FYSHE HBS Lo 2 Wolx| i LAgw 3 s
Qb 20 @ tolueln, T UhSL S8 EE AR E 43 FUAE 2 2 o el op Al 8] glom Jh duk g
0.2 Uehgeh Ao] -8 ks A9 fHOE Uirolxis 89]  QIThT A B8 S A Aol 5ok AP 20

Table 1. Concepts, Subcategories and Categories

Concept

Subcategory

Category

Acceptance of recurrence and treatment
Future preparation
Composure

Despair upon recurrence
Being at a loss Powerlessness

Fear of treatment or repetitive treatment
Fear of cancer aggravation

Imagining death

Attitude shift due to spousal interaction
Stress of child well-being following death

Stress of becoming a burden to family and friends
Weak social support

Lack of motivation/self-accomplishment
Emotional difficulties following surgery

Physical difficulties following surgery
Economic difficulties due to hospital fees

Thoughts of unpleasant prior cancer experiences
Memories of prior painful chemotherapy

Worsening physical symptoms
Stress of imminent physical pain

Consolation of radiation treatment
Additional pain associated with chemotherapy

Having will to live for children
Having will to live for self

Husband’s support

Children’s support

Parents’ support

Strength to live due to young children

Strength to live due to family

Hope through comparison with other recurrent cancer patients
Hope because physical condition improves

Listening to medical staff

Home remedies

Positive thinking and actions

Maintaining positive relationships with family and friends
Staying positive about condition

Dependance on religion, and God

Believing in oneself

Re-recognizing the preciousness of life

Integrating one’s life

Fear of sudden aggravation

Recurrent thoughts of death

Acceptance of recurrence

Despair upon recurrence

Fear of death

Relationship changes and family interactions

Socio-psychological pain

Physical pain

Economic difficulty

Difficult treatment experiences

Painful physical condition

Pain associated with treatment methods of
recurrent cancer

Having will to live

Family members’ support

Family members who give strength to live

Searching for hope in treatment

Actions to improve health

Pursuing a positive life

Spiritual beliefs
Hope for life

Fear of death remains hidden

Response to recurrence

Co-existence of life suffering and fear of death

Prior experience of cancer treatment
Current physical condition

Treatment methods for recurrent cancer
Having strong will to live

Family’s support

Moral support providers

Searching for strength to live

Co-existence of hope for life and fear of death
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Figure 1. Life process of inpatients with recurrent breast cancer.
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