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Abstract : In spite of arduous policy efforts to address the deprived region problem emerged in the rapid
industrialization and urbanization processes since the 1960s, it is well acknowledged that there are some policy
limitations. In a recent effort to improve the policy for the deprived regions, the national territory is divided into 4
groups such as urban, rural, growth promotion, and special situation areas and various policies for the deprived
regions have been consolidated into a policy for the growth promotion areas. The purpose of the study is to
classify the already—designated 70 growth promotion areas and examine the differentiated characteristics of different
types in order to propose more regionally situated policy approach to the deprived areas. The study shows that the
types of the 70 growth promotion arcas are much differentiated one another in terms of internal characteristics
and dynamics. It is therefore further argued that the policy efforts need to be area-specific in order to address the
policy demand for the deprives regions in a more efficient way.

Key Words : deprived region, growth promotion area, regional classification and analysis, area~specific policy
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