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A Study on Expressive Features of Embroidered Norigae

in the Chosun Dynasty
Yang, Suk Hyang

Dept. of Fashion Design, Sunchon National University, Suncheon, Korea

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to examine formative features of embroidered mnorigae
in form, color, pattern and expressive technique through positive analysis of relics and
various of collections of work and to consider expressive features of embroidered
norigae. The results of the study were as follows. First, embroidered norigae has
handcrafted decoration. it was made by being sewed for women longing for their family’s
happiness. Embroidered norigae is a dress worn by women that is hung on a coat string
or the waist part of a skirt. Second, it is eco-environmental. Embroidered norigae applied
things seen in nature such as flowers, butterflies and bees to its pattern. Third, it has
practicality. Embroidered norigae has high practical value besides a decorative function.
Needle case norigae and incense case norigae provide functions in accordance with
women’s wisdom and skill as well as practicality. Fourth, it is praying for good luck.
Women embroidered patterns symbolizing their desires in life such as their family’s
happiness, wealth, many sons and a long life. Fifth, it has balance and harmony. The
knot of embroidered norigae has a perfect symmetry in the front/back part and in the
right/left part. And the main body and tassel are symetrical in the right/left part, which
gives stability and comfortableness. Embroidered norigae is classified into knot, main
body and decorative part in its form. The three kinds express their unique beauty by
being harmonized together. Finally, it has a property of melody. Movement of the tassel
has a property of melody shaken by the wind and movement of its wearer.
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Table 1. Formative characteristics of embroidered norigae
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Norigae Form Color Pattern Expressive Technique
lotus flower, clouds,
subject-dark green, red wave, Tock, moon, sun, lotus flower, clouds, Wave, rock, Troon, S,
Incense case norigae square knot-red, green statue of a small boy, statue of'a small boy, tiger, phoemx, loter,
tassel-red, yellow, green, blue tiger, phoenix, letter. flower-twist thread, flat ebroidery, gold
’ ’ > thread, tuck embroidery
flower
circle,
Sqlifle’ subject-red, white, green, a flower,
Needle case £ pink owers butterfly-twist thread, flat
. bottle . butterfly, . .
norigae shape, tassel—recll, yellow, white, oblique embr01der.y, f)utlme stitch
heart green, pink, black /border-stitching
shape
Shli?t?;d,minﬂg yellow flower, grapes. flower-twist thread, flat
Butterfly norigae  butterfly shape tassel-red, pink, groen, but erfiy, clou:is embroidery/grapes-twist thread, flat
yellow, blue embroidery, tuck embroidery
peony, orchid- plaited thread, flat erbroidery
line shape, bell Uit Ted peony, orchid, [ et plaited thread, sanied fat sitch, French
Jade scent norigae  shape, knot-red, sh\fet heavenly peach, lly, knots §ntch Nlily-plaited thread, (?bhque flat
oval tassel-red, sliver, blue, {i(double. happiness) embroidery /heavenly peach plaited thread,
red beads long and short stitch/##(double happiness)-
twist gold thread, tuck embroidery
subject-red, purple, blue cicada-gold thread, tuck  embroi
Cicada norigae  cicada shape <otk rod, blue, pink, yellow - cicads, tacgeuk, /taegeul%—beads, tuck embroidery H\Si}yl
tassel-red, dark red, clouds knots stitch
dark green, white beads
et e, .
. he:}tgl subject-red, blue, dark green, yellow 1o, oblique-twist thread , flat embroidery, tuck
Gwebul norigae shape, knot-red, blue, white, yellfjw, gold flower embroidery _stitching
nife shape tassel-red, blue, yellow, pink
subject-yellow, green, red leaf,soft wave-long and short stitch, flat
knot-bright green, pink leaf, geometric word embroidery, outline stitch, slanted flat stitch/
Sooseogak norigae Z;(j)s;ogak orange, green, red (oblique), soft wave, geometric word(oblique) -flat embroidery,
tassel-yellow, red, blue, beads, beaten lotus flower outline stitch, slanted flat stitch, gold thread,
silver, green tuck embroidery
subject-gold, orange lotus flower, butterfly, leaf, bat-long and short
lotus flower ’ lotus flower, butterfly, stitch, flat embroidery, outline stitch, slanted
Lotus flower norigae shape, red, green leaf, bat, geometric  flat stitch/ geometric word-flat embroidery,
knot-red, orange, blue, dark green . K .
octagon {assel-red, orange, blue, dark green word, clouds outline Stlld.l, slanted flat stitch, gold thread,
i ’ tuck embroidery
subject-red, blue, gold heavenly peach, flower, heavenly p@.lch-twist thread , flat embroidery,
Bat norigae bat shape Knot-red, blue, yellow, dark green Jetter, tuck embroidery ‘ .
Tassel-red, blue, yellow, dark green, bat, longevity [flower, letter, bat, longevity -twist thread , flat
orange ? embroidery
heavenly subject-red
Heavenly peach knot-yellow, red heavenly peach, bat, heavenly peach, bat-gold thread, tuck
peach norigae shape, tassel-red, yellow, dark green, gold leaf embroidery
bat shape thread
Jarajumchi rthombic Ell?t?et‘dmte crane, clouds crane, clouds flat
norigae ’ embroidery, gold thread, tuck embroidery
tassel-red
Thinble norgae e ;ﬂﬁfygl‘lﬁ;vyeuow’ dark green  metric word  geometric word-flat embroidery, tuck
shape i (oblique, circle) embroidery;

tassel-blue
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