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Effects of Family Environment & Communication with Parents on

Self-Esteem of Delinquent and Non-Delinquent Juveniles
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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of family environmental variables and parent-child
communication on the self-esteem of delinquent and non-delinquent juveniles. For this
study, a questionnaire was administered to 117 non-delinquent juveniles living with their
parents as high school students and 98 delinquent juveniles aged 15~18 who live in
detention centers for adolescence. The data was analyzed using t-test, cross-tab, correlation,
and hierarchical multiple regression analysis with SPSS /PC window program.

Based on these results, the following conclusions were drawn. First, it was found that
non-delinquent juveniles show a more open communication style with their parents than
delinquent juveniles. Furthermore, a high level of parent-child communication was associated
with high self-esteem in adolescents. Second, although physical environment such as family
type or economic status influences an adolescents’ self-esteem, the degree of positive
parent-child communication style has a much greater effect on an adolescents’ self-esteem.
Finally, in terms of the effects of family environmental variables and parent-child
communication style on self-esteem, parent-child communication style has a stronger effect
on delinquent juveniles than non-delinquent juveniles. These results shows the importance
of communication style between parent and child, especially for families with delinquent
juveniles.
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Table 1. General characteristics of the family environment

7188 A T2 AS0| HIRE

. Delinquent Non-delinquent N
Variables X
N(%) N(%)
15 909.2) 6(5.1)
16 26(26.5) 78(66.7)
Age 17 31(31.6) 30(25.6) 49.35%%*
18 32(32.7) 3(2.6)
total 98(100.0) 117(100.0)
both real father & real mother 40(40.8) 104(88.9)
real father only 25(25.5) 3(2.6)
. real mother only 11(11.2) 7(6.0)
Family type 59.84%**
real father & stepmother 15(15.3) 2(1.7)
real mother & stepfather 7(7.1) 1(0.9)
total 98(100.0) 117(100.0)
high 6(6.1) 27(23.1)
Subjective economic ~ middle 69(70.4) 80(68.4)
30.68***
status low 23(23.5) 10(8.5)
total 98(100.0) 117(100.0)
. under high school graduate 66(77.6) 48(44.4)
Education level of
fath college graduate & more 19(22.4) 60(55.6) 21.68%**
ather
total 85(100.0) 108(100.0)
under high school graduate 51(76.1) 70(67.3)
Education level of
college graduate & more 16(23.9) 34(32.7) 1.53
mother
total 67(100.0) 104(100.0)
professional/management 10(13.2) 13(11.8)
clerical 18(23.7) 65(59.1)
Father’s job blue collar /self-employed 42(55.3) 25(22.7) 26.05%%*
uunemployed 6(7.9) 7(6.4)
total 76(100.0) 110(100.0)
professional/management 3(4.9) 8(7.4)
clerical 5(8.2) 35(32.4)
Mother’s job blue collar /self-employed 29(47.5) 15(13.9) 27.41%%%
house wife 24(39.3) 50(46.3)
total 61(100.0) 108(100.0)
30~39 2(2.0) 4(3.4)
40~49 59(60.2) 81(69.2)
Father’s age 2.83
50 and over 37(37.8) 32(27.4)
total 98(100.0) 117(100.0)
30~39 3(8.2) 6(5.1)
40~49 55(56.1) 97(82.9)
Mother’s age 19.36%**
50 and over 35(35.7) 14(12.0)
total 98(100.0) 117(100.0)

#¥¥p< 001
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Table 2. General characteristics of the parent-child
communication and the self-esteem (N=215)

. Non-
Delinquent _ |
Variables delinquent ¢

M(SD) M(SD)

Open communication  2.87(.76) 3.76(.83) -8.13**
Faulty communication  2.82(.67) 2.68(.76) 1.37
Self esteem 334(.77) 346(.65 -1.26

#*p<01
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Table 3. The self-esteem by the family environment

8 ApotEFgro]l REANS 73S wiAT &
Fou Az oju] @Y U= Aolr] WE
Kaplan(1978)¢] ©]&xH HIYPAE T3] T
S99 AV EF3IA T Ao} 3} (Self-enhance
-ment)7} ©]FH AolEF o] WA & AL
2 FAe 5 9o}

TR, vl ade] A9 RRolo ox}

ATA A YJAAT HeUF b AdRE
o 9 JEld T 28y HAZ AT Z)

E7re] Afole dutdLdy SAFOZ {9
Wa Aolsl gl Ao vehdrk

2. 718 stAgolof| = Xlot==Zt

A AMA whe} zpo}EZ 7o 2oz} U
=A5 AHE Z3l= Table 33 2o HIgAH A

Variables Delinquent Non-delinquent
M(SD) Flt D M(SD) Fit D

15 3.46(.67) 3.37(.86)

16 3.41(.66) 3.38(.61)

Age 17 33607 P 3.18(.85) 66
18 3.43(.78) 3.44(81)

. both real father & mother 3.45(.70) 3.40(.77)

Family type not real parents 30673 2O 3.10(.76) 1.64

Subjective high 3.86(.58) c 3.85(.57)

economic middle 338(70) 12.62%** b 3.38(.79) 3.08

status low 3.03(.64) 3.06(.71)

Education level of under high school graduate 3.35(.71) 151 3.27(.79) 128

father college graduate & more 3.52(.73) ’ 3.54(.82) ’

Education level of under high school graduate 3.37(.70) 238% 3.29(.84) 128

mother college graduate & more 3.65(.73) ’ 3.58(.77) ’
professional/management 3.44(.73) 3.66(.68)

. clerical 3.50(.70) 3.56(.84)

Father’s job blue collar /self-employed 3.37(.70) 60 3.26(.76) 1.59
unemployed 3.29(.79) 2.98(.87)
professional/management 3.62(.78) 3.55(.38)

. clerical 3.43(.63) 3.48(.41)

Mother’s job blue collar /self-employed 3.35(.82) 7 3.36(.90) 18
house wife 3.53(.69) 3.53(.88)
30~39 3.18(.55) 2.70(.14)

Father’s age 40~49 3.43(.73) 46 3.40(.81) 1.04
50 and over 3.37(.69) 3.26(.72)
30~39 3.59(.56) 3.39(.66)

Mother’s age 40~49 3.45(.72) 3.12 3.41(.84) 73
50 and over 3.19(.67) 321(.68)

D: Duncan test
*p<.05, ***p<.001
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Table 4. The self-esteem by the parent-child communication

Delinquent Non-delinquent
Variables

M(SD) Fit D M(SD) Fit D

high 4.04(.52) 3.89(.62)
Parent-child open middle 3.33(.64) 14.10%** b 3.41(.59) 10.527%** b
communication low 2.05(.59) c 3.07(.65) c
high 3.56(.99) a 3.64(.44) ab
faulty middle 3.11(.87) 9.71%%* 3.36(.62) 5.44%* b
low 2.47(1.06) b 3.88(.95) a

D: Duncan test
*p<.01, ***p<.001
Stansdard of high-middle-low group: M+SD
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Table 5. Multiple regression on the self-esteem of
delinquent Juvenile

. Model I Model II
Independent variable
B B B B
Family type# -62 -32% -25 -13
Subjective economic status .62 .39** .37 23

Education Level of father .12 .06 .00 .00
Education level of mother .21 .11 .15 .08

Open communication 54 52%x*
Faulty communication 15 13
C 1.93 .56

R? 215 4l

R? change 20%#%

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
# Family type : Real parents family=O0,
Not real parents family=1
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Table 6. Multiple regression on the self-esteem of
non-delinquent Juvenile

. Model 1 Model I
Independent variable
B B B B
Family type# -73 -20% -29 -08
Subjective economic status .43 .36** .07 .06
Education level of father -13 -10 -18 -.14
Education level of mother .12 .09 .07 .05
Open communication 28 .37*
Faulty communication -12 -15
C 2.64 2.82
R? .19 25k
R? change 06%+*

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
# Family type : Real parents family=0,
Not real parents family=1

QECIULEESSE R E S EROLE
A AAFE, N5 T g

[¢)
2ol i oataES duh wo

rL
f
o
(ot
X,
Hir
rlo
poY
[o
il
v
o
W
=

=4, 7887 Hlo] HigHdI Ak A

deo] zlolEStd vHe dIdHS AmE 2
3}, BgALEY Boe AAFF] T ¥
29 WGFFo] w2 Aol a8l Y7
Q1 7% HIRZFAH ARy zolEZF7o] ¢
ES Aoz FAEJY By dukgadel
A% 7180 g foul gk o)zt YA
0}01—1;]_

15 AN .

o

B A AR v HAET duky A
o] ApolET Al WA= Gl

T AT Tl Eers Had
olEFIrol A Ve AYATES #
B7h e, Wladade] A Aggoii)
2%0] 252 AolEE7o] EA vheht nlg
Aadel AotEws AWshe dedv #24
Helag 9o 7159 2Q] e T8

Aea AAFSHA T

Lo

ro
(E
N
H

A, BRI FEA AL E NS
o] AolEF e MAE AUA FLEL A
Az, 3 AA BRAA AERIT 1% A
Gzol AolEFgel JFL nBO, JALE
M4 299§ owA 2ddNE 15489
BASEY GFAe AAT AYFANLE
o 9Pl A3 =A Uergeh. ol REAU
JNLEL NNERY, AATEH 2E AHBA
A 89lo] Yol AolEFgel vXE IFS
HAND BE ade] AolEEge] AEYel
2 wsehs A HelFTh 58 wayadel
A% 59 204 JALE MRS FSYUL
Hade] AolEgrrel 2 4BYe] 2097}
A AR e g W Sk ol

Hlagade) AolEggel Fmoke FHH
JAraFol ke guzt o Atke 2L ojns)
t AoRA, N% PRBHe] T4 RS A
= PR A7 oAaFe] AgEoln 3ol
S Yo AolEFUE FolAw ud b5
o vold g d4¥ 4 Atk FAHew,
& AU AEFHE G471 AshA

A FFEIY, AEPE R BAEZe] W

Horr o ox

@ 7bgel AaYe gom 53 ¥
of Aol BRF JAEES FH

AURGo] Bestia Bk ol 7}

o 7
he

7

i i

i

o Hx

o2



32 =Rt g nEts|x| M223 15 2011

WH3lA)717] oS AgoA drirEy e 7
&3l Bot v gk 2R
T3ln o Yoyl Fade] nis)d]
g A2 S A 4 QY] WEe|th
, 78R REAY Ao #}
4 2ol A F A At
o] Frrderaio] dukydadel uls] Bl
A =A Yeid d7EA=Z, 3R
AdEY Hdgade] 2

N

N
2
=)
N
rir
o

9|_5

W)
2

20
AEHANEE =& F e 7IE5THY
S AAZTHE I adrig R o
71 = JE& A
vpAEto g 2 A
ohe o2 2tk 2
HAade vy Fadog AHolstw ngHYad
¥ dukdrdS vlm
= AAE AFoEREH AT AZtol AAg
el A vl adel] gk AL Hlohe A
o] At 4 Utk B Aol It idy
H g o] ApopEFgtol Afol7h YA o
AL HPS AAE Al ozRE ZFe A

o

KR
7o) A7) B8 Hog melth wrek g
g ARE A F2Ue deR Angay
3 ngPaae Mndchd A3BPT
Yool AolEggel MAE FEe £0
A AT 5+ YUS A0 AR, 1
GA HlPHLES Pt o ol e AN
Aolt}, FEATANE FRA ARZA A7
9 Fol7t WelE ATRIL B WEE 79
B9} A7kl WE WslE 2AE Zlo] W
g Aoz AzHEr. 295 B ATe 5B
A WA Aedng e

2
TANE SEide} dA Fado] HEsk)d)

du B AFE 4B

fao] Lyl RLse] AojEFrb] v

4 GYYe BAFoH FRAIAL
3}

}E} h L
59 224 il @ W AT 5 U 3

B o —OU mror2

Ak o AFE Pads] PEAL LT
Yo o Foiirtu HHF A

3748(2001) 253l AE7HE ol FATL
g obsel Aot A Adie
L AR =

FRAH1999) Hade] ApopEF bl wE AT
A aeAT 5, 121-127.

HGoR(1991) EAAZE AFUAClA FEizt
ade) Absld 9 Qb miAE
et AAreke] =,

[o%

(
A

o

71717(2002) HIYFAdT Iubgdadel e
QMm@ - BF - AGAY Fade o)

o, thatietn HARee=

221 2003) 7139 oAt E T} AME A A A7}
Aod MPRF] MAE 9 FdUgn
ALY =

79F42(1995) B2 A7 AL EGE T Had
of ol 2@ UeBAL T B AL
oA Apehal AAFSH9] =i

21222000) AR mxE A 744

73 a3 At St HArE

=

o

AT - IRIF2005) AE7HE obEH BT
b5 A9 AAF B AotETH Ml
A AAE . ARG HEATA A26
A. pp.105-124.

AQNS(2006) Fado] AZgE BREAPAZE oA}
2% 3. Aot # A9 AAA]
oko] #A A+ At wS sk AAt
3=

AA3)(1987) elmy AhAze] ARUAeld ¥
Blof 2 o] Afophgoel Bk A+ ST oAt
st HPALSHS) =

A5A2010) Bl e] zprlef g AfofE
ol SFEAlel wA= T AU
AALSte] =

H318H1998) e ApotEFt U - S
Q1 B Aol A KAkl B =T

HHT20060) Hade] ApotEFel 9IS w
A= i) R AR EE A Hijl A RAA
T A18A. pp.91-107.

A532](1995) ahe] A= Fade] A& Aot

El



\
02
rot
0x
b
qr
1o
>
i
lo
>
S
Ofm
2
=S
0L
03
S
rl‘
ic]
e
=
0zt
S
[
lo

>

F7e B8 AT Aeelsturiete 4
Aot

FHEQO0D ohAA AU GALE GRS F
ade) AolEzzel Bl Aguieta i
ek AALe Sl =

Fol0006) FEH AL ofsel A1E AT
AolEgarel Ba A7 depvistn Aaret

9.

SPA Q00 AU AL RRAY AT
WA L YA {B7 AT AolEFH
she] BADT. AL A=,

Hdol(1005) Fo] FRAE % FADBAS) of
5o Azee] BAl. mAUSL WA
r-u

.

UG 8](1987) FE-AA e B2}
de] A7)l vAE o
AHet el

FGAH1997) AokEFHY Fad WPl @
A A AR SaL HALS} Sl

HAEA|7H552008) oF5 A A.

v 7(2004) WAL ET Aubgade] Az
TR FEHE 8 Aol vludT A
R B R

X174 8](2009) HvlEA 87t A o] AobEFar
o AHE) Fdell vixE &3t At
A

A@F2007) oFsol AZgE FEAULTE oA
2EFEY AotEgie] WA FHuSH
Skl MRSt

FA73(1999) Hade] HAlav] gl #F A
T AT M2AY T A FTAHL
2 FoiSta ARSI

L5T00) ARE WREINH J1E7)%H

z
]_

il

ro

Z, ARILE, AR WaE FHOR
ol B A8 12(1), 77-104.

olgd<r - 1AL(2002) HEAAZE A AEFH
o] HadAye] JHEAe v Fg.
=7 =A% 7(2), 133-159.

o]+ (2003) Hido]l FH AFAZRE A7t
s AMEA AA e Fxe} Tl R AolE
=7+ =7 T ek A] 21(2), 49-60.

°o]AA(2003) FaL Hado]l A4 FRAY
rtrEH Aol B SFEIIY] #
A AFdSuag st e =

o171-8-(1990) ofHy-Apzte] oAkaT R A4
de] ArlEEate] B, AAoisan A
ERE

o] & F(1990) o}Eo] A|z}+3h oMy dojz &
AFE g obse] AEATe] #AL st

5 AARSS R

folESol ojxle g 33

o184 - BAAQ00) FEAUI JAAES
Ao AokEF 2 AHEY wawte] wA.
=G 2kA] 9(3), 283-295.5F

A 007) o] AZE FE AU oA}
AERETY AolEEe BA. ALvista
HALE S g

4°1%(2006) Atot=FAo HadulE) kel A
5% G AR EA AT 31(742), 133159,

287 - 284 - 248 B0 4AAL
Mg A 1vpZ g 2, 98.

#9173 (2001) FR-AAZE ATl wE H A
W zolEF7 Agtista Ao =

HAL(1991) vt Fad ®FY B4 o
oA #gk AT AAoiEia AARERS =

Be8](2004) FEO| o]&o] Had Aol A
ALEE Aol wAle FF - TR A
Are 2 F5HF WHasds FHo=
St=pol 5828 17(1), 151-178.

G - AT - o] 23] - GG F - v 3](2005)
T Ao g A - 7 - T
- AEYl @9lo] Hade] AlolEF o] T
Ae G FE7EBEE A 22(6), 13-26.

Beinvenu MI - McClain S(1970) Parent-adolescent
communication and self-esteem. Journal of Home
Economic 62(5), 344-345.

Erikson [E(1959) Identity and the life cycle.
Psychological Issues 1, 1-171.

Felson RB - Zielinski MA(1989) Children’s self-
esteem and parental support. Journal of Marriage
and the Family 51, 727-735.

Freud A(1958) Adolescence. Psychoanalytic Study
of the Child 13, 255-278.

Ginott HG(1980) wAFe} SHAY, RE9} WALES
BERE R EEE

Kaplan HB(1978) Deviant behavior and self-
enhancement in adolescence. Journal of Youth
and Adolescence 7, 253-277.

Reasoner RW(1994) Self-Esteem as an antidote to
crime and violence. ERIC Document No Ed
373-281.

Rosenberg  M(1965) Society and adolescent self
image. New York; Princeton University Press.

Ruchikin V, Martin E, Bruno H(1999) Hopelessness,
loneliness, self-esteem and personality in Russian
male delinquent adolescents versus controls.
Journal of Adolescent Research 14, 466-477.

Weiner IB(1982) Child and adolescent psychopathology.
NY : John Wiley and Sons.





