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A Study on the Architectural Space of
Gwolnaegaksa at Gyeongbokgung
in the Early Joseon Dynasty

Yi, Jeong-Kuk
(Dari Architects & Engineers)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the architectural space of Gwolnaegaksa (I
N+ 1)), the Government office in the palace, in the early Joseon Dynasty.

The Royal palace can be divided into three parts, political space for king, living space
for king and his family and government office. So first, we should to understand the
characteristics of each space in the Royal Palace.

Up to now we have looked at the architectural space of Gwolnaegaksa in
Gyeongbokgung (&ii%#), one of the Royal Palace, the result of this study is as
followings.

There were not many Gwolnaegaksas in the early days in Gyeongbokgung. After King
Sejong, some office buildings were established in that palace.

King’s closest guards, like as Seonjeonkwan (& f{#'F), Gyumsabok (4f &)%), Naegeumwi
(INZ5%7) had been on duty in Sajeongjeon Haengrang (BBt 1740, a kind of servants’
quarters. Bincheong (#E%), a conference room of high-ranking government officials was
situated in Geungjeon Haengrang ()l 17HE). There were also barracks of other palace
guards in Geungjeon Haengrang. Gyeongyeoncheong (#¢%EJ2), a place to prepare and wait,
was built separately from Geungjeon Haengrang

Layout drawings of Gyeongbokgung painted since the 18th century were different from
document in some parts.

The arrangement of the Gwolnaegaksa was assumed like as the Fig. 9.

Keywords : Gyeongbokgung, Geungjeon, Gwolnaegaksa, Haengrang, Space Composition
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