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Science Teachers' Perceptions of Science Practices

Hyun Ju Park'? - Dae Hong Jeong? - Won Ho Choi"

'Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation - *Seoul National University

Abstract: This study investigates science teachers perceptions of science practices for science assessment.
Science practices have information about students' ability to understand scientific knowledge and to perform
scientific inquiry. For this study, seven science teachers, who have served for more than five years in secondary
schools in Seoul, were chosen. A structured questionnaire consisting of twenty-seven items were used in National
Assessment of Educational Achievement. And then, in-depth interviews followed. Co-workers analyzed and
discussed the questionnaire and interviews. As results show, science teachers tend to determine science practices
based on materials and way to present materials included in questions. Science teachers tend to recognize science
practice as different, depending on information and thinking process, which is expected in solving them. In addition,
they have avariety of the level of definition and understanding about science practices.

Key words: science practices, scientific knowledge, scientific inquiry, science teachers
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