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Career Development of Korean Science—Gifted Students from
Elementary Through High School Years

Lee, Kisoon* - Choi, Kyunghee - Lee, Hyunju
Ewha Womans University

Abstract: The study aimed to thoroughly observe the process of science-gifted students career development
from elementary to high school in Korea. Eighteen science high school students participated in this study. Data
source was retrospective interviews with individuas. Results indicated that the inner factors influencing their career
development included ‘interest in science' and ‘desire for deep understanding of science,' and ‘ambition for taking a
lead in society by means of science.' The outer factors included 'dissatisfaction with regular schooling,' 'socid
atmosphere to prefer specid purpose high schools' and 'in-depth educationa programs beyond high school levels
with brilliant peers. These inner and outer factors have reacted upon each other in their career development. The
implications for proper career development were discussed on the basis of the results.

Key words: science-gifted student, science high school, career development, quaitative research
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