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ABSTRACT

A Study on a Paradigm Shift to Archives of
everyday life

Kwak, Kun-Hong

No one can deny the harsh reality that archival culture has not yet been
permeated extensively into all the spheres of our society. Only fragmented
records in fixed areas are in the custody of archives. Records to build a living
memory for the history of our present are hard to find or remain minimal, if
anywhere. Above all, there are few records in archives concerned with the
everyday life of common people. No consideration has not been made about
the reason for being of archives, not to mention of the strategy for
establishing the archival culture. Accordingly, a paradigm shift is required for
archives directly connected with the everyday life of common people.

Archives of everyday life means one which interprets the behaviour and
experiences of individuals(groups) within the context of society through
categorizing everyday life of common people into the lesser fields. And
archives of everyday life also means an organization or facility/place which
documents the everyday life of individuals(groups), and collect, appraise, select
and preserve the records from the view point of humanities for the
reconstruction of history from the bottom. Archives of everyday life is an
attempt to reconstruct memory and records on behaviour by and torment of

the common people in the modern history of Korea, on the basis of which we



can seek out the oppressive structure in the daily life of capitalism.

Archival community should discuss about what is the meaning of records in
the age of democracy unlike that of authoritarian era. We also need to have
definite direction on the what kinds of records are to be created and appraised
from the standpoint of common people. We are to make it possible to create
Zeitgeist in the tackle of records and archives’ content. on this kind of
attempt archival community could make a practical contribution forward a
more advanced democracy, resulted in having an opportunity to change the

essence of archives.

Key words: archives of everyday life, national archives, community

archives, archivist, history of everyday life
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