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212t Ka-mutef(4-2)> vz Al=23 A9 4% sy vE
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(ABSTRACT>

Creativity of the Unconscious and Religion :

Focusing on Christianity
Jung-Taek Kim"

The goal of this article is to examine the connection between creativity of un-
conscious and religion. Jung criticized how Freud’s approach in studying the un-
conscious as a scientific inquiry focuses on the unconscious as reflecting only
those which is repressed by the ego. Jung conceived of the unconscious as en-
compassing not only the repressed but also the variety of other psychic materi-
als that have not reached the threshold of the consciousness in its range. More-
over, since human psyche is as individualistic as is a collective phenomenon,
the collective psyche is thought to be pervasive at the bottom of the psychic func-
tioning and the conscious and the personal unconscious comprising the upper
level of the psychic functioning.

Through clinical and personal experience, Jung had come to a realization that
the unconscious has the self-regulatory function. The unconscious can make “de-
mands” and also can retract its demands. Jung saw this as the autonomous func-
tion of the unconscious. And this autonomous unconscious creates, through
dreams and fantasies, images that include an abundance of ideas and feelings.
These creative images the unconscious produces assist and lead the “individu-
ation process” which leads to the discovery of the Self. Because this unconscious
process compensates the conscious ego, it has the necessary ingredients for self-
regulation and can function in a creative and autonomous fashion.

Jung saw religion as a special attitude of human psyche, which can be ex-
plained by careful and diligent observation about a dynamic being or action,
which Rudolph Otto called the Numinosum. This kind of being or action does
not get elicited by artificial or willful action. On the contrary, it takes a hold and
dominates the human subject. Jung distinguished between religion and reli-
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gious sector or denomination. He explained religious sector as reflecting the
contents of sanctified and indoctrinated religious experiences. It is fixated in the
complex organization of ritualized thoughts. And this ritualization gives rise to
a system that is fixated. There is a clear goal in the religious sector to replace in-
tellectual experiences with firmly established dogma and rituals.

Religion as Jung experienced is the attitude of contemplation about Numino-
sum, which is formed by the images of the collective unconscious that is pro-
pelled by the creativity and autonomy of the unconscious. Religious sector is a
religious community that is formed by these images that are ritualized. Jung saw
religion as the relationship with the best or the uttermost value. And this rela-
tionship has a duality of being involuntary and reflecting free will. Therefore
people can be influenced by one value, overcome with the unconscious being
charged with psychic energy, or could accept it on a conscious level. Jung saw
God as the dominating psychic element among humans or that psychic reality
itself.

Although Jung grew up in the atmosphere of the traditional Swiss reformed
church, it does not seem that he considered himself to be a devoted Christian.
To Jung, Christianity is a habitual, ritualized institution, which lacked vitality be-
cause it did not have the intellectual honesty or spiritual energy. However, Jung’s
encounter with the dramatic religious experience at age 12 through hallucination
led him to perceive the existence of living god in his unconscious. This is why
the theological questions and religious problems in everyday life became
Jung’s life-long interest. To this author, the reason why Jung delved into prob-
lems with religion has to do with his personal interest and love for the revival of
the Christian church which had lost its spiritual vitality and depth and had be-
come heavily ritualized.

KEY WORDS : Unconscious - Creativity - Religion - Christianity - Trinity - Good
and evil.
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