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ture. Early rupture of the EPL tendon as a complication of distal radius fracture is rare. We report one case of early

Late rupture of the extensor pollicis longus (EPL) tendon is an occasional complication following a distal radius frac-
rupture of the EPL tendon after distal radius fracture.

Acute Rupture of Extensor Pollicis Longus Tendon after Distal Radius

Fracture: A Case Report
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Fig. 2. There is loss of extension at the interpha-
langeal joint and metacarpophalangeal joint of
the thumb.
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Fig. 1. A, B. Plain radiographs show the fracture around Lister’s tubercle. We guessed that extensor pollicis
longus (EPL) tendon is ruptured by the beak-shape sharp bony fragment (arrow) around Lister’s tubercle.
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Fig. 4. Ultrasonography of longitudinal axis view show
the distal (solid arrow) and proximal (empty
arrow) remnant of the EPL tendon and gap.
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Fig. 3. A. Ultrasonography at the Lister’s tubercle revealed no EPL (*) with comparison of intact ECRL (extensor
carpi radialis longus) and ECRB (extensor carpi radialis brevis). B. EPL (arrow) was ruptured and
remained in the proximal portion of the third compartment Lister’s tubercle.
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