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ABSTRACT

This research explores the Korean perspective on parks and the beginning of urban parks in the port opening period.
The purpose of the study is to understand how Koreans viewed and accepted the idea of a park as imported from western
culture and with what attitudes. Analyzed sources included: “Susinsa’s Record”(f&15 {1 iL#k) by Susinsa({£1E 1#) who wrote
the inspection records of foreign modern cultures for the first time after the port opening, “Seoyukyunmun”(7% ;5 b )
by Yu Kil-jun(i &) and “Yun Chi-ho’s Diary”(F*#( % H L) by Yun Chi-ho (F*#(%%), which are representative works
by students sent abroad, as well as some records of Seo Jae-pil(#2#i7) and The Independence Club(J& 37 1%€r) such as
“The Independent”(J# 3231 [#), which contains the records of ‘Independence Park’. This research is focused on the literature
that reexamins and interprets the related data from primary sources.

As a result, it was found that the people who led the modern reformation in the Port Opening period adopted and
developed social thinking regarding parks. Indeed, it was possible to witness the gradual sophistication of the concept of
a park from the time of Susina’s thoughts on parks to that of Yu Kil-jun’s support for the need and importance of parks
and Yun Chi-ho’s cultural and artistic interest in parks. Also, Seo Jae-pil and the Independence Club drove the development
of Independence Park, which was designed to incorporate social values and symbols while also serving to meet the needs
of recreation, leisure, hygiene, and enlightenment. The Independence Club consistently advocated for the necessity of open
spaces and delivered this message to the public via article writing.

In short, even prior to the Japanese colonial period, Koreans shared thoughts and exchanged opinions on parks. Parks
were to be created not just as a copy or transplant of western parks, but were constructed based on social demands and
necessity. As few studies have taken the approach of identifying this origin of Korean parks, thus, this research which

traces back the origin of Korean parks, is significant.
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