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Causes of Runaway Impulse by Gender in High
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School Students

Purpose: In an attempt to investigate causes of runaway impulse in male and female students with runaway impulse experience in high

schools, this study was carried out. Methods: The subjects were 195

high school students in Gyeonggi and Incheon area. The data were col-

lected by using the questionnaires. Results: To both male and female students, the main causes of runaway impulse were ‘conflicts with
parents, ‘interference and excessive expectations of parents’ and ‘burden of study and grades. In cases of youth with runaway experience by
runaway impulse, the major causes of runaway impulse were ‘want to have fun with friends’ and ‘conflicts with parents’ Also shelter and

economic difficulties were obstacles that prevent a runaway despite

runaway impulse to both male and female students. But in female, the

fear and anxiety about runaway were higher barriers than those of male. Conclusion: From the above results, major causes of runaway im-
pulses were relationships with parents, and burden of study. And barriers to prevent a runaway were shelter, economic difficulties to both

male and female students.
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Table 1. General & Runaway Impulse’s Characteristics (N=195)
Characteristic Category N (%)
General Sex Male 82(42.1)
Female 113 (57.9)
Grade 1 23(11.8)
2 106 (54.4)
3 66 (33.8)
Religion None 104 (533)
Protestant 58 (29.7)
Catholicism 20(10.3)
Buddhism 13(6.7)
Household income <100 4(20)
(10,000 won/month) 100-199 28(14.4)
200-299 69 (354)
300-399 56 (28.7)
400 < 38(19.5)
Runaway Impulse  No. of runaway impulse 1 70(35.9)
2-3 82(42.1)
4< 43(22.0)
Runaway experience Male  Yes 15(183)
No 67 (81.7)
Female Yes 17 (15.0)
No 96 (85.0)
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Table 2. Causes of Runaway Impulse by Sex (Multiple Response)

sex

Male (%) Female (%)

Domain Causes of runaway impulse

Personal Momentary impulse & curiosity 10
Want to be self-reliant 6
Want to live freely 13
Afraid of scolding after a bad thing 0
Mental and emotional difficulties 20
Personal problems (impulsivity, lack of 18
patience, etc.)
Frustrating for no reason 30(
Subtotal 97 (
Home  Dislike home 1 (
Parental violence, abuse 2(
Parental indifference, discrimination 2(
Conflicts with parents 48 (
Interference and excessive expectations of 36 (
parents
Parents' frequent fight 1
Parents' divorce, remarriage 1
Financial difficulties at home 2
Subtotal 113
School  Dislike school and study 24
Burden of study and grades 37
Overly strict school discipline and control 3
Discrimination and punishment of school 3
teachers
Conflicts with teachers 3(
Bullying issues 0
Victims of school violence 0(
Friends' runaway temptation and encourage 6 (
Want to have fun with friends 24 (
Subtotal 100 (
Total 310(
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Table 3. Causes of Runaway Impulse by Runaway Impulse’s Experience
(Multiple Response)

Runaway impulse’s

Domain Causes of runaway impulse experience
No (%) Yes (%)
Personal Momentary impulse & curiosity 26 (4.3) 3(25)
Want to be self-reliant 17 (2.8) 4(33)
Want to live freely 37(6.2) 10(8.2)
Afraid of scolding after a bad thing 0(0.0) 1(08)
Mental and emotional difficulties 29 (4.8) 8(6.6)
Personal problems(impulsivity, lack of 24(4.0) 4(3.3)
patience, etc.)
Frustrating for no reason 58(9.7) 5(4.0)
Subtotal 191(319) 35(287)
Home  Dislike home 36 (6.0) 7(5.7)
Parental violence, abuse 3(0.5) 0(0.0)
Parental indifference, discrimination 9(1.5) 1(0.8)
Conflicts with parents 68(114) 16(13.1)
Interference and excessive expectationsof 74 (124)  15(12.3)
parents
Parents' frequent fight 21 (3.5) 3(2.5)
Parents' divorce, remarriage 2(03) 1(0.8)
Financial difficulties at home 7(12) 1(0.8)
Subtotal 220(36.7)  44(36.1)
School  Dislike school and study 45(7.5) 10(8.2)
Burden of study and grades 72(120)  13(10.7)
Overly strict school discipline and control 8(13) 0(0.0)
Discrimination and punishment of school 4(0.7) 1(0.8)
teachers
Conflicts with teachers 7(12) 0(0.0)
Bullying issues 6(1.0) 3(2.5)
Victims of school violence 1(0.2) 0(0.0)
Friends' runaway temptation and encourage 12 (2.0) 0(0.0)
Want to have fun with friends 33(5.5) 16 (13.1)
Subtotal 188(314) 43(35.2)
Total 122 (100.0)

Table 4. Causes of Not Runaway Despite Runaway Impulse by Sex

(N=195)

Causes / Sex Male (%) Female (%) x* p
Alack of courage 785 20(17.7) 1532 003
Because of the degree to bearable 9(11.00 8(7.1)
No shelter 25(30.5) 34(30.1)
No money 25(30.5) 19(16.8)
Afraid of situation after runaway 7(85) 20(17.7)
Because of disappointed and worried 4(49) 5(44)

parents
A concern about absence from school 1120 6(3)

Fear of social prejudice on runaway youth 4 (4.9)

*Fisher's exact test.
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Table 5. The Biggest Difficulty for Runaway Subjects Assumed by Sex

(N=195)

Difficulty / Sex Male (%) Female (%) ¥* p
Problems of sleeping, eating and washing 29 (354) 59(52.2) 1455 0.02
Economic hardship 39(476) 35(31.0)
Loneliness, anxiety, mental problemsand 4 (49)  10(89)

physical health problems
To do something not to want (hazardous 5 (6.1) 327)

environments, flight experience,

prostitution, etc.)
Worsen conflict with parents 5(0.1) 2(1.8)
Will not go home 0(0.0) 4(35)

*Fisher's exact test.
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