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An Analysis of Character for Community Vitality in Urban Public Space
- Focus on the Urban Squares -
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Abstract As our lifestyles have changed due to rapid industrialization and urbanization, new social and communication
problems have been caused and there have been lots of discussion on regional communication. For communities
1o become alternatives with realistic meanings in this changed society, considerations on social and spatial
conditions are needed. Therefore, public space which works as a device of physical environment for activation of
communities needs more active changes which encourages social communication. In respect to the activation of
communities, the following suggestions are given: First, physical devices of a urban plaza should be arranged to
support various programs presented along with consideration of human behaviors as users. Second, fundamental
facilities of the plaza should accommodate various activities through connections with programs and commercial
space. Third, when cultural and historical characteristics of the community are understood, the plaza can form
regionality and symbolism through artistic representation. And users can form the identity of community. Fourth,
transportation faciliies should be separated from or coexist with areas of passengers and the plaza should have
its own identity through symbolic sculptures.
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World's best squares:
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http//www.west8.nl/projects/all/schouwhurgplein/
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