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The Characteristics of Comtemporary Expression of Traditional Space Components Appearing in

Indonesian Restaurants
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The purpose of this study was to investigate the characteristic as to how the Indonesian traditional space is

expressed in a contemporary space. As for the study method, We visited 12 Indonesian restauranis in Jakarta
from Oct. 16 to Oct. 20, 2010 for a case study. The study result is presented as follows: First, as a factor of
facade components, the roof part revealed its identity as a Joglo structure. Walls, windows and doors reflected
Indonesian tradition, or were transformed in passive or aggressive ways. Second, as a factor of interior space
components, ceilings were predominantly designed by reflecting a structural exposure ceiling or Tumpang Sari as
it was or by passively transforming them; Interior walls, windows and doors were transformed in aggressive ways.
Third, regarding the factors of interior decoration components, traditional furniture was not used, but instead,
furniture with contemporary form and local materials were dominently used, and traditional accessaries were used
as they were. Therefore, in the case of designing spatial componentss in Indonesian restaurants located in
Jakarta, roofs and ceilings, floors, furniture. and accessaries reflected Indonesian tradition, or were passively
transformed, whereas walls, windows, doors, and some ceilings aggressively reflected modermized tradition so that
they were formed in harmony with traditional and contemporary styles.
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