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An Empirical Analysis of Museums’ Spatial Environments using a Sensibility Rating Scale of Women's

Author Y& Han, Myoung-Heum / M3[2l RHMristn MUHASstnl w4 Zstabal

Abstract The purposes of this study are to present the criteria for a sensibility rating scale for measuring the general
women's perception of museums’ spatial environment, through an empirical analysis; and to clarify the
characteristics of the presented rating scale in terms of each rating element and factor.
For this study, a survey was conducted during August 19 - September 16, 2010, and a total of 342 museum
visitors participated in the survey. A sensibility rating scale used for the survey consisted of a total of 32
adjectives selected from a literature review of previous studies. To specify the dimensions of semantic space
using the semantic adjectives, words with opposite meanings were analyzed with the semantic differential
technique developed by Osgood et al. Using SPSS, a reliability analysis, factor analysis were conducted on the
data obtained from the survey.
The results of this study can be summarized as follows: According to the women's perception of museums’
spatial environment, six factors were found from the 25 semantic ratings of the Museum. The summarized criteria
were: ‘aesthetic’, ‘pleasant’, ‘valuable’, ‘functior, ‘affinity’, and “material. The derived criteria were verified through
an empirical test using emotional adjectives.
in the coming years, the results of this study will serve as valuable data for constructing a sensibility rating scale
for evaluating spatial environments of museums.
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