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A study on An abridged version of the Joseon Mathematics
(Su-Hak-Jeol-Yo), a mathematics book written by Jong-Hwa AN

Sang-Gu Lee

Department of Mathematics, Sungkyunkwan University, Suwon 440-746, Korea
E-mail : sglee@skku.edu

Jae Hwa Lee’
BK21 Math. Modeling HRD Division, Sungkyunkwan University, Suwon 440-746, Korea
E-mail : jhlee2chn@skku.edu

Hyungwoo Byun
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul 110-745, Korea
E-mail : jisan@skku.edu

In 2007, a Taiwanese mathematics historian Wann-Sheng HORNG made a visit to Kyujanggak(the royal library of
Joseon Dynasty) in Seoul, Korea. During this visit, he found the Korean math book An abridged version of the Joseon
Mathematics (<YEEVES, Su-Hak-Jeol-Yo), which was written by Jong-Hwa AN(9 Nov 1860 - 24 Nov 1924) in
1882. Then he mentioned the possible importance of AN’s book in his article in the Journal Kyujanggak(vol. 32, June
2008).

Jong-Hwa AN is a Korean scholar, activist of patriotism and enlightenment in the latter era of Joseon Dynasty. He
passed the last examination of Joseon Dynasty to become a high government officer in 1894. The father of the
modern mathematics education in Korea, Sang-Seol LEE(1870-1917) also passed the same examination with him. It is
interesting that government high officer AN and LEE both wrote mathematics books in 19th century. In this talk, we

now analyze this mathematics book of Joseon written in 1882.
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