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ABSTRACT

Parks and green spaces have various functions for improving urban physical and social environments. Urban parks and
green space planning have been applied in this study for the purpose of enhancing the urban environment. The most popular
method for urban parks and green space planning is incrementing the quantity of parks and green spaces. However, it may
not be possible to designate new parks and green spaces in a large city because of the difficulty of obtaining land. This
study explores how urban parks and green space planning produces better quality urban environments without having to
designate new parks and green spaces. The study evaluates existing parks and green spaces according to the satisfaction
of the users. This evaluation could be a useful tool for those planning urban parks and green space systems. The study
was performed in Tama Newtown, Japan, within two districts with two distinct characteristics of park systems: concentration
and equality arrangement forms. For comparison, on-site questionnaires were used, with 319 residents in the area responding
to the study. The data was collected and analyzed, using #-test, factor analysis, and multiple regression methods.

The study found there was no difference in satisfaction factors between the two districts. However, differences were
found within each of the districts, depending on parks and green space components. For example, the quality of green space
was the most important factor for the district with a planned concentration arrangement form of parks and green spaces,
but, separation of the pedestrian and vehicular systems was the most important factor in the district with a planned equality
arrangement form of park system. Factors affecting the satisfaction of parks and green spaces that were common between
the two sites were: accessibility, quality of park, quality of green space, and separation of pedestrian and vehicular traffics.
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