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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the performance status of the ligal examination of risk factors of musculoskeletal
disorders(MSDs). The study was based on in-depth interviews with the persons in charge of the examination in 63 sampled
companies, which are various in location, type of industry and size. The interviews were carried out based on detail
questions as well as a predefined checklist. The main findings are as follows: 1) More than half of the companies did not
properly comply with the laws in performing the examination of MSDs risk factors; 2) In about 60% of the companies, the
examination has been carried out by their own persons; 3) 38% of the companies conducting the survey of musculoskeletal
symptoms did not diagnosed musculoskeletal symptoms based on the survey; 4) Most companies performed the prevention
activities for MSDs such as education/training, stretching, etc.; 5) It was revealed that the 11 high-risk tasks were not
considered to be properly defined by the people in the industries, which results in some difficulties such as ambiguity in
defining the 11 tasks and unit tasks; 6) The period of the examination of risk factors, classification of periodic and occupational
examinations and legalization of employers' obligation for preventing MSDs are considered to be acceptable or desirable,
while it was pointed out that regulations for the method of the risk assessment and the person who in charge of the examination
need to be modified.
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