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Research on the Actual Condition of the Group Homes for the Elderly Living
Alone In Farming and Fishing Villages

- With Focus on Demonstration Projects in the Chungnam Region -
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Abstract

Due to rapid decrease in population of farming and fishing villages and drain of young rural manpower to the cities, aging is being intensified,
and the conditions of housing and welfare of elderly households are inadequate. Currently, group home is being discussed as part of specialized
housing and welfare support policy for the people in the vulnerable class with poor self-supporting abilities such as the aged living alone in
farming and fishing villages, and aged farming and fishing households. So the purpose of this research is to present the basic data for proposing
the policy of supplying group home through examining the realities of housing and welfare of the people in the wulnerable class in farming and
fishing villages.

Survey was conducted on the 4 regions -Cheonan-si, Gongju-si, Yesan-gun, and Seosan-si - whose apartments were all occupied by the residents
among the group homes for the elderly living alone in Chungcheongnamrdo and the following results were derived from the analysis on the data
collected from the survey. First, great effects can be attained at small costs by reorganizing and utilizing the public facilities that are unused or
little used and the existing houses that are exposed to risks due to improper maintenance. Second, it can be pointed out that the residential
environment of the vulnerable members of society was improved without impairing the existing village landscape. Third, housing welfare was
enhanced without investing a large sum of money and the system to promptly cope with negligent accidents and emergency can be built and
operated. Fourth, the cases promoted to solve the problems of the poor, unhygienic, and unsafe housing of the elderly and the vulnerable members
of society were very positive and well worthy of being presented as planning direction of future group homes in farming and fishing villages.
Finally, if they are operated entirely for free, it will cause the lack of the sense of ownership and the problems in securing the budget, so the
ways of paying minimum individual housing expenses should be examined.

The alternatives of housing welfare for the vulnerable members of farming and fishing villages are needed and the ways of constructive planning
and researches should be continuously made. Also, the government’s support policy should be actively promoted.
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