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The Cognition Level on Patient Safety and Safe Nursing Activities
According to Nurse-patient Ratios

Nam, Mun Hee" -Choi, Sook Hee”

"Full-time Lecturer, Department of Nursing, Kaya University
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Purpose: The objective of this research was to explore levels of patient safety and safe nursing activities depending
on the level of nurse staffing, in order to provide effective management of nurse personnel. Methods: The research
was conducted with 455 nurses from eight hospitals in B city. Data were collected according to the level of nurse
personnel from second (nurse vs. patient ratio of 2.0-2.5) to fifth (ratio of 3.5-4.0) rank. The survey tools were,
'Questionnaire on Patient Safety, a Hospital Survey on Patient Safety Culture developed by AHRQ (2007), and
'Questionnaire on Patient Safety Nursing Act, in which the questions were selected from nursing-related items
(Medication 6 & Safety Nursing Assurance Act 4) in the Safety Evaluation developed by Evaluation Institute of Medical
Institution. Data were analyzed with SPSS PC 12.0 program using descriptive statistics, x test, ANCOVA and Scheffe.
Results: The nurses’ overall cognition level on patient safety and safe nursing activities showed that nurses who are
in the second and third rank had higher scores than those in lower ranks. Conclusion: The results of this study indicate
that hospitals need a higher ratio level for nurse personnel in order to assure patient safety and safe nursing activities.
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8l z}o]7} Q= Ao & VERFTHE=237.14, p<.001, F= o 3.05, 5= 3.633 2]k 2fo| 7} QL AL(F=5.003,
22458, p<.001)(3£ 8). p=002), ARATE A= HFS 3887 o]glom 2
7F 39 QPHIEEE 0] B9 MRS vl EoF S 4.057} 55w 3.748F -2k Zpo| 7} U ek (F=3.579

AEIEO FTEL 37AHOR e on], 267 3907 p=0149(E 9.

H 1 CaXle| Zisa|E S2Y Ut EMo| SEM Hlw (N=455)
= ag 265 =] 455 555 A e o
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Sikcs] 25A] mlgk 17 (27.0) 46 (24.9) 24 (22.9) 18 (17.8) 105(23.1) 20471 059
25~30A m]gk 25 (39.7) 89 (48.1) 52 (49.5) 47 (46.5) 213 (46.9)
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