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A Study on the Development of the Culture of Mental Stroll about
Nature and the Building of the Traditional Landscape Architecture
Space in Choseon Dynasty

Kim, Su-Ah* « Choi, Key-Soo**

*Korea Culture & Tourism Institute
**Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of Seoul

ABSTRACT

This study is explored the relationship of cultural history between the culture of mental stroll about nature and the
traditional landscape architecture spaces, which showed various aspects of developments, based on the records as to
landscape architecture spaces.

The philosophical view on nature was turned into the esthetic view with the mellow ripeness of multifarious cultures
in Choseon period, since the life of literati had to be a comprise between the Confucius’ life and the Taoist life. Around
the seventeenth century, as the culture of enjoying a secluded life in city had been descended, the aspiration to appreciate
nature in daily life with the changed view on nature. Those desires made the Wa-yu culture, which has a meaning
of mental stroll about nature, and drew the attention and various kinds of the Wa-yu culture had bloomed. In the field
of Korean literature, the record of strolling in nature had flourished, while the realistic landscape painting had emerged
in the field of art. In the field of landscape architecture, the building of places where the vivid experience of nature
was realized in the aspect of impressions was performed to express their utopia. Indeed, the space of traditional landscape

architecture in the reality meant more than the actual nature.

Key Words : Traditional Landscape Architecture Spaces, Culture of Mental Stroll about Nature(Wa-yu Culture), Mental
Strolling, Imaginary Garden(Ui-Won), Technique of Borrowing Scenery(Cha-Kyung)
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