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A Study on the Factors Affecting Decisions by the Super-Aged on

Their Preference of Living with Their Children and

Continuously Living in Their Current Houses
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Abstract

This study was conducted to guarantee elderly housing for the increasing number of elderly people over 85. It
examined their preference of living with their children and continuously living in their current houses when they reach
the age of 85. First, research shows that 69.8% of the elderly wish to live separately from their children in later years.
Second, 61.9% of the elderly wish to continue to live in their current houses. Third, the elderly without a spouse, with
lower levels of education and with a longer period of time in their current houses, prefer to live with their children.
Fourth, the elderly who own a house, who have lived in their current house for a long time, who have a religion and
who are satisfied with their houses, wish to continue to live in their current houses in later years. However, most of the
houses have safety defects such as a difference of floor-level at the entryway, lack of gas and smoke detectors and
slippery bathroom floors. Thus, the elderly need to be supported by providing proper housing renovations for their safety

and wellbeing.
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Figure 1. Their Preference of Living with Their Children and Continuously Living in Their Current Houses
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Table 1. Definitions of Variables and Measurements

Variables

Definition and measurement

Dependent variables
Living with their children
Continuously live in their current houses

I=wish to live with their children O=wish to live independently
1=wish to continuously live in their current houses 0=wish to live in silver town or congregate housing

Independent variables individual factors

Sex P I=female O=male
Age (year) years
Education

Marital status °

Family composition

Religion

Monthly expenditure
Self-rated economic condition
Number of diseases

Self-rated health condition
Number of a family

1=married couple O=single

living with elderly

I=none 2=elementary school graduate 3=middle school graduate 4=high school graduate 5=college graduate

1= nuclear-family 2=extended-family 3=elderly couple 4= single
1=christian 2=catholic 3=buddhism 4=others O=atheist

average monthly expenditure last year

1=very bad 5=moderate 10=very good

the elderly are now suffering

1=very bad 5=moderate 10=very good

Social support factors
Support from family members (4)
Support from friends and relatives (4)

1=none 3=moderate 5=much
1=none 3=moderate 5=much

Housing factors
Type of house
Ownership of house®
Dwelling period (year)

1=owned O=rent

1=detached house 2=multiplex/multi-family housing 3= row house 4=apartment house

dwelling period in the current house

Intervening factors
Satisfaction of a house (3)
Defects of a house (16)
Life-satisfaction (3)

1=very dissatisfied 3=moderate 5=very satistied
1=very safe/convenient 3=moderate 5=very dangerous/inconvenient
1=very dissatistfied 3=moderate 5=very satisfied

(' ): number of items
D: dummy variables
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Table 2. General Characteristics of the Elderly (N=278)
Frequency %

Se Male 100 36.0

X Female 178 64.0

65-69 107 38.5

Age 70-74 73 26.3

Over 75 98 35.2

None uneducated 34 12.2

Elementary school graduate 112 40.3

Education Middle school graduate 65 23.4

High school graduate 49 17.6

College graduate 18 6.5

. Married couple 123 442

Marital Status Single 155 558

Nuclear-family 31 11.2

Family Extended-family 55 19.8

composition Elderly couple 98 353

Single 94 338

Christian 133 47.8

Catholic 26 9.4

Religion Buddhism 54 19.4

Others 6 2.1

Atheist 59 21.2

Detached house 146 52.5

Multiplex/multi-family housing 16 5.8

Type ofhouse Row house 12 43

Apartment 104 37.4

Ownership of ~ Owned 244 87.8

house Rent 34 12.2

Mean S.D.
Age (year) 71.77 5.06
Monthly expenditure (10,000won) 113.69 126.82
Economical condition (scale of 10) 5.61 2.08
Number of diseases 2.55 1.56
Health condition (scale of 10) 5.62 2.39
Number of a family 222 1.34
Support from family members (scale of 5) 3.84 74
Support from friends and relatives (scale of 5) 3.74 .82
Dwelling period (year) 19.51 15.49
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Table 3. Satisfaction of a House, Defects of a House, Life-

satisfaction (N=278)
Min. Max. Mean S.D.
Satisfaction of a house 3 15 10.667 2.594
Defects of a house 16 66 35.906 12.971
Life-satisfaction 3 15 10.447 1.972
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Table 4. Defects of Houses (N=278)
Defects of house Mean S.D.
Difference of floor-level in a entryway 3.025 1.478
Gas and smoke detectors inside house 2.791 1.603
gl;;rl:/;l:,hitg/t eori ;/zl)tor inside house 2716 1567
Door knobs 2.482 1.464
Slipperiness in bathroom floors 2.417 1.375
Bathroom with proper heating in winter 2.410 1.485
Slipperiness in living area 2.349 1.334
Sa(;jrgz?slence of door knobs of cupboards and 2977 1338
Size of working space in the kitchen 2212 1.298
e fnnetuinon
Lighting of door and entrance 2.101 1.083
Sufficient storage space in the kitchen 2.050 1.273
Convenience of faucet in the bathroom 1.975 1.172
Slipperiness of kitchen floor 1.712 967
Western- style toilet 1.637 1.147
Use of hot water in the bathroom 1.604 1.003
Total of housing defects (scale of 80) 35.906 12.971
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Table 5. Individual Factors Affecting Housing Satisfaction, Defects of a House, and Life-satisfaction

(N=278)

Individual factors

Housing satisfaction

Defects of a house

Life-satisfaction

N Mean F/T Mean F/T Mean F/T
Male 100 15.060 wx 33.220 N 8.671
Sex Female 178 13744 3.084 37.091 2444 9375 NS.
65-69 107 14.355 34327 B 9.252
Age 70-74 73 14.366 N.S. 33.352B 4.979%* 8.705 N.S.
Over 75 98  13.969 38.867 A 9.276
Elementary school graduate 146 9.999 B 38.049 A 9.125
Education Middle school graduate 65 10478 AB  3.735% 33.185B 5.313%* 9.046 N.S.
High school graduate 67 11216 A 33.045B 9.179
. Married couple 123 14.667 " 34.024 " 9.098
Marital status Single 155 13.863 -2.000 37,026 1.990 9.136 N.S.
.. Christian, catholic, buddhism 219 14.304 36.802 . 8.862 o
Religion Atheist 59 13915 NS 31503 28I 10,066 2603
Under 50 118 13441 B 42203 A 8.084 B
Monthly 51-100 36 13278 B 30.389 B 9.499 A
H - . seokok - $kok . EXTY
(e;‘g%‘(‘)‘gture) 101-150 32 15460a 010 34004 3% og4sA 010
STowon Over 151 90 15178 A 29.833 B 10.066 A
Number of 1 70 14.941 A 32.117B 9.441
dileeas:s N 2-3 134 14254 AB  3.136* 36.694 A 3.361* 8.865 N.S.
Over 4 74 13.500 B 37.149 A 9.283
S i Little 73 12.000 B 42.814 A 8.024 C
f“pl?lo “”E Moderate 134 14679 A 24258%%* 33246 B  16243%**  9045B  10.087**
A V) 72 15528 A 33306 B 10333 A
Support from Little 56 11.778 C 40.537 A 7.833B
friends and Moderate 125 14240B  24.024*%*%* 35432 B 5.789%* 8760 B 12.846%**
relatives Much 97 15557 A 33319B 10.299 A
Detached house 146  13.958 38.819 - 9.591
Type of house Apartment/multiple housing 132 14.508 N.S. 32.273 -4.397 8.933 N.S.
Ownership of Owned 244 14.521 e 34723 . 9.347 -
house Rent 34 12.088 2829 42559 2734 7.500 3217
Under 10 years 77  13.840 31.800 B 10.241
Dwelling period 10-20 years 87 14356 N.S. 34437 B 8.680%***  10.262 N.S.
Over 20 years 114 14368 39.202 A 8.659
*p<.05 **p<.01 ***p<.001
Table 6. The Factors Affecting Housing Satisfaction, Defects of a House, and Life-satisfaction (N=278)
Housing satisfaction Defects of a house Life-satisfaction
b B b B b p
Sex (male)® -.625%%* -226 3.611* 136 426 .097
Age -.078 -.114 594k 234 -.020 -.047
Education -.075 -.053 .176 .034 -.109 -.125
Marital status® -1.156%* -.166 4.329%% .169 -.286 -.067
Religion® 402 .048 5.307%%* 171 -.619* -.120
Monthly expenditure (10,000won) -.002 -.078 -.015% -.147 .002 .102
Economical condition 564%** .339 -1.239%** -.201 .043 .042
Number of diseases =223 -.100 761 .092 -015 -011
Health condition -.200* -.137 871* 162 -.010 -.011
Number of a family 249 .096 -011 -.106 -.007 -.004
Support from family members .063 .054 .017 .004 .144* 201
Support from friends and relatives 362%%* 333 -.490 -.122 .068 .101
Type of house (apartment)® -279 -.040 3.336* 131 L928%H* 218
Ownership of house® 1.938** 184 -9.316%** -.240 .841%* 130
Dwelling period .006 .029 119* .145 -.033%%%* =241
Housing satisfaction - - - - .020 .032
Defects of a house - - - - -.035%* =213
Constant 12.845%** 1.012 6.037**
F-value 7.932 %% 8.584 4 49.263%***
R*(Adj. R?) 313(.271) 347(.306) 297(.248)

*p<.05 ¥Fp<.01 *¥¥p<.001
D: dummy variable
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<Table 7>. °]&]dt A¥}E dWt=AS fidoz g
Statistics Korea(2007)2] <479} Park, Choi, & Jee(2006)
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Sl wEh 2R ete] s A8 el AfolE He %
oL EYolste] Rl Ag- Ahqete] EA8 &)
36.1%= 7Hg =okow, st EYoldel A4 A
gke] TASTH &l 19.4%2 SEkth(p<.05).

WA gl wQlo] Ak §AE Sdshs HEol
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Table 7. Preferences of Living with Their Children and Continuously Living in Their Current Houses (N=278)
Frequency %
Living with their Wish to live with their children 84 30.2
children Wish to live independently 194 69.8
Continuously living in Wish to live continuously in their current houses 172 61.9
their current houses Wish to live in silver town or congregate housing for the elderly 106 38.1

8) Lee, Kim, & Lee(2007) Aol E ZARA ol Eo] RE A3)

Qo EAFFA R ARs s 7P A Eske Ao E ekt
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Table 8. Individual Factors Affecting the Decisions of Living with Their Children and Continuously Living in Their Current Houses

(N=278)

Individual factors

Living with their children

Continuously living in their current houses

Wish to continue

Wish to live with " 1on (O live , o live in their " on to live in ,
freq. (%) o independently silver town X
their children (%) present houses
%) )
(%)
Elementary-school 146(52.5) 52(36.1) 94(63.9) 84(57.6) 62(42.4)
Education  Middle school 65(23.4) 19(29.2) 46(70.8) 6.807* 49(75.4) 16(24.6) 6.511%
High school graduate 67(24.1) 13(19.4) 54(80.6) 39(58.2) 28(41.8)
Marital  Married couple 123(44.2) 27(22.0) 96(78.0) S sazes 74(60.2) 49(39.8) NS
status Single 155(55.8) 57(37.3) 98(62.7) : 98(63.4) 57(36.6) >
. Accepted religion 219(78.8) 70(31.8) 149(68.2) 146(66.7) 73(33.3) s
Religion st 59(21.2) 14(25.4) 45(74.6) N.S. 26(44.1) 33(55.9) 10.188
Number of | 68(24.5) 14(20.6) 54(79.4) 48(70.6) 20(29.4)
dioens 23 136(48.9) 52(38.8) 84(61.2) 8.854%+ 82(61.2) 52(38.8) NS.
Over 4 74(26.6) 18(24.3) 56(75.7) 42(55.4) 34(44.6)
Ownership  Owned 244(87.8) 74(30.6) 170(69.4) NS 162(66.5) 82335) |7 rsens
ofhouse  Rent 34(12.2) 10(29.4) 24(70.6) > 10(29.4) 24(70.6) :
Dwelling  Under 10 years 75(27.0) 11(14.7) 65(85.3) 32(42.7) 43(57.3)
o € 10-20 years 89(32.0) 33(37.1) 55(62.9) 12.282%* 52(58.4) 37(41.6)  23.A479%%x
P Over 20 years 114(41.0) 40(35.1) 74(64.9) 88(77.2) 26(22.8)
84(30.2) 194(69.8) 172(61.9) 106(38.1)

#p<.05 **p<.01 **¥%p<.001

ng}q FAZE st glof, 10d o) 20 mel
2 37.1%, 20 o] 3l IS 35.1%= =A YERS
u}(p<.01). e A, A", 999 JHAAEN], S
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2 xR1719] Aot A Y SAKCR o]
fol& Holx] ¥dTh.
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A= 8912 Wald BAIFF 15.474(p<.001), ZHF= 18, ¥ V. Z= @ X0l

EAF 117.433(p<.001)2 YER} Logistic 3]|ARFES &

s 7}\_9_§ UERSTH<Table 8>. B A7s =718y Qs 27Ew0lSe] EARYS
ETH w71 WA TN A&7AFo] g 0lA Slele] W) welBo] 2TFRRI0] Hi 854 o)yl A
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e M ATk WAt YL AL & Felo] AL AR, FANEEE e AAAHS Fssitha 9

AF8 o] 6o Sekomp<on), vt ik A @ AFR, A9 Ade] BLFE, P A F

A FEAT 3go] 4559 EUTH S 2R A4S, WAt fle A FANEEL EA

A QAL e SEE A% AT ol
0058 Srobgth ARG 7 1HY Boldss @

Bt
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é«:—?}ﬂr(pwl) A7raGd A A FHAA AL A DT o AT wAdrE FAAT] B
AFs| o] AR} 8198 EOH (p<.01), AFAIE7]  dst FAZA A AT Joy MRy FEE
7ol 1d S7HFE AEAF Firge] 1.0 = de AAY 83 R B5T shedo] wg Eof
TH(p<.001). FelR o] ZHoA FAZIN ] tigk XHhe] aE
°]& Lee & Park(2009)2] A= AF7|Zke] Ao & & F 3
A4E FAlFHRT e Yske A Y3 FIFS A, AENFro] dFS vR= HAES AFAS
Hold gt FANEE L 13 2o aE ARl YA 717 FERY, FAZY, 759 A4, FE AR, T
T A&ol 1438 E=A YGERATHp<001). & T2E 7F F Soldth @A FHAA AFe 717ko] g4,
AAL Q3L Ao, 7SS AL, dAle] Fele]  gEFE AT A, FAAT 0] HE5E, 7159 A
A 2 AT =RIYFE, FAVEE 7} ESFE 2 o] BEFE, AR FEYS Afela, Tt gl A
B9l 1 x A& @Al FEloA A& E sHsla ¢ VIR FFEo] ¢ F2 Z0F yehylth =91
Ae Aoz Yehydtt. dAle] FHox 9 A&EAF g o SRS JFFHo] F HlEo] Q1A WHelou AL
of TS vAE AR FANESE HAT IS 3F ®mddAe 715 Adudvte] YIS wH L, F
nzon, FAASH] Y= JIFS nA Eie ASAH HAES G ¥ & Ao n)Fo] =9l
Ao E VeI o] AFdhs 39 MAe T8l Al o vt &

Table 9. Logistic Regression on the Factors Affecting Decisions of Living with Their Children and Wishing to Continuously Living in Their

Current Houses (N=278)
Living with their children Wish to continuously living in their current houses
PE. S.E. Exp(B) PE. S.E. Exp(B)
Sex (male)® -284 370 752 136 413 1.146
Age -012 .034 988 -015 .037 985
Education -.182% .088 .833 -.009 .096 991
Marital status® -.931%* 358 394 -1.170%* 468 310
Religion® 422 391 1.525 1.515%%* 429 4.548
Monthly expenditure (10,000won) .000 .002 1.000 -.005* .002 995
Economical condition .053 .088 1.054 -.132 .104 .876
Number of diseases -.064 117 938 -316* 142 7129
Health condition .058 .078 1.060 -.008 .096 992
Number of a family .360%** 116 1.434 812%* 312 2.252
Support from family members -.039 .078 .962 -.130 .098 878
Support from friends and relatives .039 077 1.040 .024 .094 1.024
Type of house (apartment)” =311 353 733 -.399 378 671
Ownership of house® 359 .550 1.432 2.104%* .665 8.196
Dwelling period .025% 011 1.026 .049%** 015 1.050
Housing satisfaction .020 .054 1.020 356%** .075 1.428
Defects of a house 021 .016 1.021 .002 017 1.002
Life-satisfaction 018 .079 1.018 -015 .090 985
Constant -2.057 2.795 -4.207 3.001
Log likelihood 302.451%** 249.248%***

*p<.05 **p<.01 *¥*p<.001
D: dummy variable
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