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ABSTRACT

The seven leptocephali (14.6 ~68.0 mm in total length) of the family Ophichthidae, from

the East Sea of Korea, were identified using 128 rRNA 861-bp sequences and their morphological
development were described. Our seven leptocephali were identified to Echelus uropterus based on
genetic distance (d=0.000) being well consistent with that of adult E. uropterus. Cur seven leptocephali
of E. uropterus are characterized by morphological combinations: caudal fin present; the melanophores
present in series of nine gut swellings; total myomeres 154 ~ 158; body depth in total length less than
10%; eight black horizontal bands present from anus to caudal fin base. Our morphological and mole-
cular results suggest that E. uropterus may be an intermediate group between subfamily Ophichthinae

and Myrophinae.
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JArAbe] (leptocephalus)t= Wl #2ko] E-(Anguilliformes) o35
o] inds %%—"‘"ﬂ’ﬂ FTEHOE E 4 e A7 He)
2,88 7P Ay Al EHE] glod B3] dals)
ol gl /$;}°ﬂ/v1 ¢ Eo)&}c} (Tabeta and Mochioka,
1988). v}c}ull 7} (Ophichthidae) o} F3= WAl E o) & 32 7]
2 veksl g o 2 HM A Ao 524 260% (McCosker,
2010; Eschmeyer, 2011), -2 v}etoll= 64 112 (Ji and Kim,
2011a,byo] B s o] qlet. AAA vlehlis} o) 52] F73t
A 7= McCosker (1970, 1977, 1998, 2006, 2009, 2010)o]
s A&HoR FYFH ghont, IR £ oA
(Castle and McCokser, 1999), EF-o|= x]2] (Hoshino et al.,
2011), vl s}l o) 52 B-8AlA (McCosker, 1977; Ji and
Kim,2011c) 5 siZsh ek & A7} ol dre} 9lrh
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wepst o1 5 QA Foldt oi7] Bl u
7} Wl B2 o fEAEe] dArdAbe] Feol gt Leiby
(1979, 1981, 1982, 1984)= vjAJeke A AAE FdRpol S
fAF o 2 | Richardson and Cowen (2004)2 d2ojlA] A=
a}c}uuy,} OS}\LX}.Q—‘E. tﬂ}‘}ﬁi '732.31 s—ggﬂg. /\H{ {s] B

&}gd ©ny, Michael and Obenchain (1978)8- -2 tjr|of
ol A Al whepli et T4 1252 "é"*x}ﬂ'—- dibes
AetA )= AR E Byslelc). gk, sk 2ale] o)

1= Kim et al. (2004)0) #L-o02 A|F
Seps Aol E T ypeo Fuske] 1o e
= ke8] ANkt o) F- Jiand Kim (2010)- &3] A
A AL bl ARl E iAo w8 34
e W AW AL AN u) gl

27148719 g 54> BRI eE A FA
v} (Kim et al., 2010), A1&E-& F81AvE (Kang, 2000), =
= %) ehbi e A4 of (Parin, 1996) 2.8 SAL ol
ST b s} o] fol &3k 3ol & (Echelus) o) 7
o A% srlele ATuolst (Myrophinac)e] Aolge

= FadA A7
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1} (Gosline, 1952) 2 v}ohl o2} (Ophichthinae)d] d¢o
2 755 (McCosker, 1977) 5 E=bAg BRFeloh
A o] F Ao} ]S A GA e 5L =AM
ogM v o 7ol E{84 FA4H McCosker, 1977;
Jiand Kim, 2011c)& 23t b 7od& 4 Q& Heloh
Jevh g3 214879 el Rot gla dvEls A
Astal A o] Wsly] el 27|14 E]ol FE& A
w37k v ¢ o]= ) (Taylor and Watson, 2004). 18 }, 3
ol el AHe] FAE FESy Bl HE £ FA
& 98 EREAE A8ske ARE 27 FAe sld
(Kim et al., 2008; Paine et al., 2008; Ji and Kim, 2010). ==}
A B ATE Sl Al ARE slepls) Gakak
of THAE iAoz Fxpapyel ogt 54 AAE A4
SPAL, A APEAY e W e BAEE AP v ey, &
FHo QAR el W FAEA] A sk Ei
#role] zstell el mAstyA} gt

R

20100 T~ 109744 F= Fof FF 71 guboh(N3S°
11127, E129° 15'40")ell ] wicpillz} q4date] 770 A (A7
14.6~680mm)E ETE v E (RNBO ne) & o|-§3}o] )
Aetdet A3 F 70% olwkge] TABG o, 2A}F B
v ZTHo BAY 3 (Pukyoung National University, PKU)
o] 73284l 24 (Ichthyology laboratory collection)ol]
5, Bk 52 7 299 A4 o AS2 Tabeta
and Mochioka (1988)2] whi& we} A&slgiom, JAA
u}7} (Olympus SZX-16, Japan) }ell A 23} 7, 0.1 mm
D97 S AR F FAE 9 93 4
o]-&-8}e] Chelex resion 100 £ (Bio-rad).2. 2. gDNAE &
Z3kolc}. o] 3 mEF=glol DNA 12S rRNA ¢jdg 25
o]l 128-F (5'-CAAAGGCCTGGTCCTGACTTTAA-3) 9}
128-R (5'-CCTTCCGGTACACTTACCATGTTA-3") Primer
Z A|=tsled Z=FAF7]v} 10X PCR buffer 5ul, 2.5 mM dNTP
4 uL, 128-F primer 5 uL, 12S-R primer 5 uL, FX Tag DNA
polymerase (GnP, Korea) 0.5 uLE 4]-2 &31E<)| genomic
DNA 5uL (100ng)2 8718+ &, 2 50uL7} 9 w73 33}
258 ¢ Thermal cycler (Bio-rad MJ mini PTC-1148,
USAYE o]gsle] th-gs} 22 x71o2 PCRE F33}9]
o}, Initial denaturation 94°Cel| 4] 5% PCR reaction 35 cycles
(denatuation 94°Cel|A] 302, annealing 56.5°Coll A} 30,
extension 72°Cel| A} 18); final extension 72°Cel|A] 7%, A A
+ ExoSAP-IT (United States Biochemical Corporation, USA)
& o8&t

v z]o} DNA 128 rRNA 472 92 BioEdit version

78] ClustalW (Thompson et al., 1994)5- o} &-5te] L3l
o} v 3w 2807 FRA o] (Echelus uropterus) A3 012} NCBI
(National Center for Biotechnology, Information)ell 5% v}
chlls} o F 6F9 AVIMAE olEEin AT e RE
Aoy zhe] whAle] (Anguilla japonica)2t Bre] o] bl
(Conger myriastery& ©)-8-8}5c}. -0 8= Megad (Tamu-
1a et al., 2007)el| 4] Kimura-2-parameter 2.2 (Kimura, 1980)
2 AAatsiglch AE5E Megadoll 4] A (neighbor
joining)-& o] 48441 .01, bootstrap= 1000¥ 42§ 3}31 o}

Z2n 9 0%
- BAEE

v 2 ci]o} DNA 12S tRNA 861 base pairZ 243t
2}, FslAt Akl A= Seve delela A"
B2o) (Echelus uropterus) Ao} 9} 100% L x|3}e] G2
o] gGAtAteial Aoz FelEdth JeH oz FAT] o

+ GRS A FAE] H8 B HEs
AT = H 2ol 9 F7 FAlel 9l Kim et al. (2008)
£ wEzeg]ol DNA cytochrome b #4574 4] of-&
3} (Albulidac) AR 2 Albula forsteri o}sh 87
2] 0.006~00382.2 F& A ¥} 3loh =3 Ji and Kim
(2010)2 mEE=2]o} DNA 12S rRNA HA5A S 23
ol 3t AA}R}el 2 Pisodonophis sp.2 £78E v glow,
o|% EZEO XZE Pisodonophis sangjuensis 0.2 2] =]
o} (Ji and Kim, 2011b). A47]2] dA7ZE#He} 2 A72AE
vl wahd o &E3) ol F29] 7% cytochrome boll A Fu]
AAZZ} 5% o|WZ vha & #E 29.em (Colbomn et
al.,2001), vpeb st o] 502 749 128 rRNAo| A Fu] -4
A7} 0% 2 A Zolrh gl A& & 4 lsie AAA
Aoz Fgiold (Echelus) oftell s 3% (&8l E.
wropterus, Echelus myrus, Echelus pachyrhynchus)e] 2 1%
o} ol ExAl e 225 E.myruss} 472 1.5%
z}o] S Helv}(Table 1). ¥] 2 w]EZ=zgjo} DNA 12S rRNA
7} BEA Q] d¥d¢o|x &3 (Hwang and Kim, 1999),

FAlol& o) Fo A & FANe A H-83 A
A Roz Aasch THAFS (N-tree)ol) 28t )
AaAtel = dgAte] Aole} AR FAE o,
o E.myruss} 57450l dpiele] qabateial Aoz
o} (Fig. 1).

2 L md

oo o 3ol

2. T el

Aol AAHE AdAtele] HAGRAE A H A
A2 Table 29} 2} E34 GAHAIe]E Castle (1984) 0]
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Table 1. Genetic distance among 7 individuals of Echelus uropterus leptocephali (1~7) and 7 species of ophichthids (8 ~14) adult with 2

outgroups (15~ 16)

Hm @ 3 @ e . O ® O aqo dn d2 a3 Jd4 15
Leptocephalus sp. A (1)
Leptocephalus sp. B (2) 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. C(3) 0.000 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. D (4) 0.000 0.000 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. E (5) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. F (6) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. G (7) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Echelus uropterus (8) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Echelus myrus (9) 0015 0015 0.015 0.015 0015 0.015 0.015 0.015
Scolecenchelys breviceps (10) 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.152 0.149
Ophichthus serpentinus (11) 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.073 0.163
Pisodonophis cancrivorus (12) ~ 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.100 0.171 0.085
Brachysomophis crocodilinus (13)  0.096 0.096 0096 0.096 0.096 0096 0.096 0.096 0.087 0.175 0.070 0.091
Ophisurus macrorhynchos (14)  0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.080 0.073 0.170 0.053 0.071 0.066
Anguillla japonica (15) 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.155 0.159 0.156 0.170 0.185 0.180 0.171
Conger myriaster (16) 0204 0204 0.204 0.204 0204 0204 0204 0204 0206 0.195 0220 0204 0.203 0.207 0.187
Echelus uropterus (HQ185623)
Leptocephalus sp. A (PKU5589)
Leptocephalus sp. B (PKU5590)
100| Leptocephalus sp. C (PKU5591)
Leptocephalus sp. D (PKU5592)
100 Leptocephalus sp. E (PKU5593)
Leptocephalus sp. F (PKU5594)
100 Leptocephalus sp. G (PKU5595)
'— Echelus myrus (DQB45651)
Ophichthus serpentinus (DQ645655)
69 53 Brachysomophis crocodilinus (DQ645650)
51l I Pisodonophis cancrivorus (AF417323)
48 Ophisurus macrorhynchos (AB049986)
Scolecenchelys breviceps (DQ645652)
Anguilla japonica (HQ185625)
Conger myriaster (HQ185628)
|
0.02

Fig. 1. Neighbor-joining tree based on partial mt 12S rRNA nucleotide sequences showing the relationships among 7 ophichthids leptocephali
and 7 species of ophichthids adult with 2 outgroups. The Neighbor-joining tree using the Kimura-2-parameter distance model. 1000 replications
of bootstrap. Bar indicates genetic distance of 0.02.
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Table 2. Comparisons of measurements and counts for Echelus
uropterus leptocephali with Ophichthinae sp. 3 leptocephali

PKU 5589~ 5595 Ophichthinae sp. 3

(Present study) M(EZSE)?Z.??S 8)
Total length (mm) 14.6~68.0 150~72.0
In % of total length
Head length 47~11.6(68+£2.4) -
Predorsal length 312~378(358%3.3) -
Preanal length 54.7~72.1(6041+6.8) -
Body depth 74~103(82£0.9) -
In % of head length
Eye diameters 143~235(17.8+2.8) -
Snout length 500~57.1(340£2.6) -
Upper jaw length 710~78.6(7571+29) -
Counts
Total myomeres 154~158 (15594 1.6) 149~ 160
Predorsal myomeres 39~42(408+1.3) -
Preanal myomeres 68~73(709+1.8) 70~175
1st vertical blood vessel 9~12(10.1£1.1) -
Last vertical blood vessel  66~71(69.411.9) 57~60
1st gut swelling 9~13(106£1.3) -
Last gut swelling 67~70(68.3£1.3) -
Postanal pigment 8 6~8
Number of nostril 2 2
Number of gut swelling 9 9

Parenthese indicate mean + standard deviation.

30mm

(E)

3.0mm

oh Zb Az R =] ?‘ﬁﬂmv}(ﬁg 3A). 0}?415*
o 3] HERT Aoz &
o= G7tEE ote] 1} %%U}(Flg 2A)

AA} 45.5mm GAAe] (PKU 5591) : AL AA] 62%
2 oJAET 3] FoEQon, AE 84%2 WL
AT, FEALE 622%2 EoJERT. o] A]ele old
g2 BE Augnrl 33 Feld, $Axv)E 4044
24 ofgolA] AlFtsle] mE]ZRA] o]e] A, me] x| n|
 ulxA 23 A =Hele g FHEE mEA =
S7HA] W} 3lsich(Fig. 3B). o] %3 2] ofele] Zojrt 3
o}x| 1L, F5o] AkRolls 73] B7tzd ool 1 gl
%o} (Fig. 2B). SAALE L o] A7 FUstdv}(Fig. 2B).

A7} 58 5mm Gk} (PKU 5593) : $A-2& AA+e] 55%,
A= 74%2 o)A} 2pol7t glglort FEAL 547% 2
Anc} ozt FelE9lv} (Fig. 20). iR =)} oK
of ey el g Vel $ick(Fig. 30).

AR} 622 mm FAFAES] (PKU 5594) : F3

2 o|HET} o7t FejEglon, FEALS S
76%= o] A3} w)s=stsic} (Fig. 2D).

A#} 68.0mm GAFAL] (PKU 5595) : FAF-e- ko] 4.7%,
FEAL 549%, ATE TA%Z o)A vt 54

1o Azkel 5.0%
54.7%, A=

Fig. 2. Echelus uropterus leptocephali, East Sea of Korea. TL=17.7 mm (A), TL=45.5 mm (B), TL=58.5 mm (C), TL=62.2 mm (D), TL=68.0

mm (E). Scale bar=3.0 mm.
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Fig. 3. Caudal region of Echelus uropterus leptocephali, East Sea of
Korea. TL=17.7 mm (A), TL=45.5 mm (B), TL=58.5 mm (C),
TL=68.0 mm (D). Scale bar=1.0 mm.
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v 4R AN AlEbste, b= 40HA 2EE
FAoz o] Welrt Qle 4 A (Fig. 2B). Z2)A| =¥
o] 2 A FA=H0 Bl s} FAAE FA

& wolch(Fig. 3D).

3. SiEfH| I

T ARt AA ZASE 154~ 15870 2 gl
B2z sl= vlobala o F = 71X 28 (Ophichthus evermanni)
o) A FZ4(150~154), 288 (Muraenichthys gymnopterus)
9] HFF4(155~156) 53 A FEE, G5t Ao
o) HFF4 (152~ 158719 & UdA5}¢lo} (Ji and Kim,
2011a). F5A el RA = E 7 E 54 3 A
EWlotste] T FF T} (Gosline, 1952), 7157 =2{n] &
M 544 2ol nicpliolate] dslez ZhgE
5 (McCosker, 1977) B-F8H o 2 Egi ) o|2]3t £&
AL A f5te] B dTolM T FE A ] GaiRle]
o] mE|A =en] LA FEIAL, ofF vithola
AbAle] 72 (Michael and Obenchain, 1978; Ji and Kim,
2010) @ 74 EH o)z}t o AkR}e] 35 (Michael and Obenchain,
1978; Tabeta and Mochioka, 1988)} w3}l v} (Table 3).
EAe] QAo ME mE)A =eu]rt AAF 45.5~68.0
mm ZRA A FER ub, vig ozt ARl &L
A =#u]7b A2} 45.0~55.0 mm HAA FAIFe] 500~
70.0 mm MLl ARl FAle] me] Fo] wheks|zlth
a2 B ¥ glv} (Table 3) (Michael and Obenchain, 1978). &=
sk, upcpul o} sik2] Ophichthus melanoporus 37F2po12] 7%
550~750 mm WA e me]x|=2u)7} u|eksiA e}
Wbzl 750~ 800 mm WYl M= 2AET Y R 7o)
webA FEAe]E A93 BE wichieta} Gairlel E-L
A% 750 mm o] FHE] A =2u7} 2AFEE Zlog
A}3 5o} (Table 3; Michael and Obenchain, 1978). ¥4, 71 &
Wols} ARt &2 mElX| =ejn]7} HA 55.0~65.0 mm
Helo A YAEATT o] T E Ad FA G Ao
elyit} (Table 3; Michael and Obenchain, 1978). wjaja| 2
Aol gakrteie] me|Agu] w2 Aol of
el A3 AR o 4 Slek(Table 3).

dgite]l Akl TR =] 3 A|E ga B
Als}A] 2k Michael and Obenchain (1978)¢] 133t = A
2 200~300mm e AA EFdteE Aoz FAIG 5
A= 7132 deatel Aeie] A9 A =Eu] S
Yz 9A)3= (Ji and Kim, 2011a) FEAke] JAFA}e]
= A7 68.0 mm7FA = B8] 30~40% e X%+ 9)c}
7} We 7ol o2l Aeje} fAli A= Aoz F2H

el gAAteld] A =l AR A AHA (A
A 14.6~680mm)ol|A] A=l om, FBA o] Joix 7}
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Table 3. Ontogenetic change in the caudal fin among 11 ophichthids leptocephali and adult

Total length (mm, TL)

~200 ~300 ~450 ~500 ~550 ~600 ~650 ~700 ~750 ~800 ~900 ~1000 ~120.0 Adult

Ophichthinae
Echelus uropterus’ none - -
Apterichtus kendalli* - - -
Letharchus velifer® - - -
Ophichthus ophis® - - -
Ophichthus melanoporus® - - -
Ophichthus gomesi® - -
Ophichthus cruentifer® - - -
Pisodonophis sangjuensis® - - - -

Myrophinae
Scolecenchelys gymnota® — - - - -
Myrophis platyritynchus® - none - - -
Ahlia egmontis® - - - - -

o1 00
| OO0 00O | 0O

j OO O 1 XO

|
|
|
|
|

0 0O | X 0P O OXO
o 1| | X 0> O X X O
[ I X oD X |
I | X X X X |

[ !
P 1 X X X |
[ X I
00 XXXXXXXO

© =Caudal fin present; A =Caudal fin rudimentary rays; x =Caudal fin absent.

'Present study, *Michael and Obenchain (1978), *Ji and Kim (2010), *“Tabeta and Mochioka (1988).

FA =#u] & 7hx ek (Hatooka, 2002; Ji and Kim, 201 1a). o}
am Fugo] ARt} o] slga| mu] whekslgd.e njck
WMotat of frob FANHE: oF & g} gt date} iAkAL
o] (HA 14.6~68.0 mmy= s F4 (HL=-0.11TL
+11.98, ?=091), A x=2ju] o] (PAL=-0.36TL+
77.19, *=095) % A (BD=-0.04TL+10.08, *=0.73)7}
e AE o 4 slsleh

4. Zlstefs NE

npchl g} o} 7o) giAkAbel = M Abel] st A (wichlof
I ALY 10% o) 3f vs. AB e} 10% o) AD), TR =
Aol G713 e (lebfleldis ofshA e, WE A
UFo g wol o vs AE ol A b WA UZ
o7 A olF), meA 2] FF(lehlotas wWelA
A =2ul7t gt vs. B ol WA me]A] g
u]7b slehe] EAe ofs) 20takz g (Castle, 1984).
date] giabatel= A7t 10% o)}, EX v ©$7)F
o] °fs}A ﬁ‘%ﬁ —E—*loﬂ ute} viepfiolatel] &aht, me]
A=Hu|rp gt Al AE el ddoz &
= McCosker(1977)T_— Agotte] 2wty wE]
ArenE A8 Boky, wirhllelate] x| 2 v]
7b 9 5AL 2 Alss Zloz 7sigdoh Ay
A o7 FBale] Alale]= A Hl‘%’rﬂ B A =)=
7P (AHAE 92 §A515 dRE BoFoh =37,

olihg PrEls ¥AE we): 1‘-%1 | F- 8, A e
o) -5 AREE ook (McCosker, 1977). 2, o 25 /)20

obh AFES AUl S 71X7) e Hh (Hatooka,
2002), F¥41 T THT wielels) o FEE 75 9]
u]E 7}2o} (McCosker, 1977; Hatooka, 2002). 3}A]3F <A+
Aei7] Folahs BF A mge]E AHH, o5 3 )

= %

= 5

Eulolabs Aojrt HHA seR gju]rt Alealey B
5oy glck (McCosker, 1977). d5-Ato] HGAIA}le]= 7l
Arulel weAneu]E FAld| 7Am A7z
H2 A" o] Felahe] FEE HEAE
TR oM EeAeE&S H7 FREHeR S
+ EFeolelet &, Gosline (1952)F d5-7el4a 1A
U E AR AolM AEWetde] TIFAIF M o) F
McCosker (1977)% v}Fe] Seol] 17]8le] nictalofatz
olA sl o wAl7bA] @185 glu} (Nelson, 2006; Esch-
meyer, 2011). 2 AFolA BN A}, FiAbe] gakat
o]3= nichlols}t o FE A FAE e, REW e}
B8] Scolecenchelys breviceps@y= ¢ = Ajex 53
i A7E 2yl (Fig D). b eleg Adbes deAt
o] & nirhuio}stel] E£3A1Z] McCosker (1977)2] 7H4d& &
313 AAs e vl o] f9] AFGALE 2SR
AR, tgA u)rl g FAlel mEA|=HulE
7R Aswlotst ol frt 7bg WAIER] LE A 2
m)e} melA =#v]E SAll HAE gRAest 3 1
7k =g 7R Al mE A mEu] st gl v}
thio}a} o} fi7} 7HA AskEl D1go 2 FAH

(o]
il

ZaolA) ulpizl @akabe] 774 (TL 14.6~68.0 mm)
& AAs}ed, ] B =2lo} DNA 128 rRNA 861 bp % 7]4]
d2 F& $AA, olEe] AL Y|EsiaL, At
HA)Z yasielct vzl GAkRle] TAAE FEA]
Aeole}l §2 42 (d=0000)A 2 dAstdvt EEde] ¢
ARl 1A= 9759 avdel FE 47 AR, A
TAG7E 154~ 15874, AAel] AF Azt 10% ofstelw,
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