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Abstract This paper is based on the Cognitive Linguistics point of view on metaphor. Metaphors are not a
matter of language use or rhetorics but of a conceptual frame, where thoughts work. The conceptual frames can
highlight one aspect affecting our lives while hiding the other aspect of the facts. Politicians use metaphors to
persuade people and justify their political decisions. Lakoff argues that the Republicans in the U.S. have their
own conceptual framework based on the 'strict father model' of the conservatives, which can be found in
important political speeches. Political metaphors supporting this view are found in the 'Attack on Iraq Speech'
by G. H. Bush in 1991 and 'Operation Iraqi Freedom Address' by G. W. Bush in 2003.
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The discourse over whether we should go to war in the
gulf is a panorama of metaphor....The President says that
the US is in the gulf to "protect freedom, protect our
future, and protect the innocent", and that we must "push

Saddam Hussein back" Saddam is seen as Hitler.

Think of all the countries that said, 'Well, we don't
have enough
Rumsfeld. "Mein Kampt(Hitler's infamous book) had been
written. Hitler had indicated what he intended to do.

evidence (to attack Germany)', said

'Maybe he won't attack us' (they said). Well, there are

millions of dead because of the miscalculations.
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7) invaded a small and helpless_neighbour

8) family of peace-loving nations

9) countries from five continents,... have forces in the

Gulf area standing shoulder-to-shoulder against

Saddam Hussein

. 9)9] Sl EollA AMEE TolEL H7HE AlEe
2 z:ﬂ_zw. O] TIE oS LS| Athaks ®
FEL /=2 AJFo g u|esic)

w2 o

g olglat ofgoltt.
[IRAQ IS A VILLAIN]
10) Saddam Hussein systematically raped, pillaged, and

plundered a tiny nation.

11) The terrible crimes and tortures committed by

Saddam's henchmen
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12) He subjected the people of Kuwait to unspeakable

atrocities, and among those, maimed and murdered

innocent children.

13) Saddam Hussein dug in and moved massive forces

into Kuwait
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14) and...

15) We ...

of law, not the law of the jungle, governs the

to drive Saddam from Kuwait by force.

a new world order, a world where the rule

conduct of nations.

16) Kuwait will once again be free
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13) In this conflict, America faces an enemy who has

ofeyoltt.

no regard for conventions of war or rules of

morality.
14) outlaw regime that threatens the peace with

weapons of mass murder.
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[IRAQIS ARE VICTIMS]
15) American and coalition forces are...

to free its people,
16) ... remove a threat and restore control of that

to disarm Iraq,

country to its own people.
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17) ... to defend the world from grave danger.

18) in the Middle East, the peace of a troubled world

and the hopes of an oppressed people now depend

on you.
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