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ABSTRACT

This study is aimed at reviewed and analyzed in order to suggest the improved plans related to natural monuments.
The summary of this study is as followings;

First, Replacing the current term ‘cultural properties’, which denotes the meaning of ‘goods’, we need to devise an
new categorization that separates such properties into cultural heritage and natural heritage under the national heritage framework.

Second, the designation criteria for natural monuments should be divided into the individual realm for animals and
plants respectively, since they are not divided in the current Act.

Third, the guidelines for naming of natural monuments should be established with the following new categories in
accordance with the clear standards.

Fourth, such imbalances require us to give priority to the relatively neglected types and areas.

Fifth, as the big and old trees account for more than a half of the designated plants, it is necessary to search out
new resources(wet plant communities, seashores, sand dune plant communities, etc.) such as geological resources, mineral
springs, hot springs, and fossils that are in danger of completely being exploited and exhausted. While most of the
designated animals are protected nationally, the existing designation system is required to protect habitats and breeding
places for the systematic and efficient conservation.

Sixth, as long as we need to preserve those historical and cultural resources for the future generations from national
and global perspectives, we should enhance their values by designating them as natural monuments even though they
are protected by other regulations such as the natural environment area.

Seventh, as a result of the survey, we found that more budgets and experts in the local governments, more empowered
organizations, more active public participation should be provided for the better Natural Monument management in Korea.

Eighth, the Lap of Natural Heritage in the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage needs to be developed
to the Natural Heritage Institute to conduct the diverse activities such as researches, restoration, exhibition and education
programs in a systematic and efficient way.

Ninth and the last, major damages to natural monuments can be generally categorized into the artificial one and natural
one, respectively. The artificial damages include toxics, soil covering, excessive humidity, fire, construction and management
works, unlawful damages, fishing, oil spillage, etc, and the natural ones include lightning, storms(typhoons), heavy snowfalls,
damage by insects and diseases, lack of prey, etc.

! Corresponding Author @ Na, Moung-Ha, Cultural Heritage Adminstration, 139, Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon, Korea. 302-701
Phone: 82-42-481-4914, E-mail : naha@ocp.go.kr
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This study will become meaningful in that it proposes specific measures for the improvement of the institutions, designation,
and management of natural monuments on the basis of the comprehensive analysis on natural monuments. We wish

to leave the other subjects related with this study to the future researches.

Key Words : National Heritage, Cultural Heritage, Conservation and Management, Natural Heritage, Natural Monuments
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