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A Study on Monumental Expression of Korean War Memorials in Korea

Lee, Sang-Suk

Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of Seoul

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the monumental expression of Korean War Memorials(KWM) in Korea(KWMK).
Through site survey and internet searching, the researcher selected 17 KWMK and analyzed four analysis categories:
contents, spatial form, landscape elements, sculptures and architectural elements.

The results are as follows:

1. The analysis revealed that main contents of KWMK were to cherish victims of the Korean War, honor military
merit, and explain Korean War.

2. Most KWMK built battlefield had the form of symmetry and spatial axis arranged monuments and sculptures for
solemnity and heroism. Though the sites were terraced by traditional spatial order, spatial sequence wasn’t seen except
Yang-gu KWMK and Chumomyeongbi in United Nations Memorial Cemetery in Korea.

3. Stone monument-like towers, tablets, podium, monoliths, cenotaphs, and exhibit halls to explain Korean War and
combat history were used as main elements of KWMK and also, war weapons were often displayed the flags of countries
taking part in Korean War were raised with Taegeukgi and the United Nations flag.

4. Most sculptures were used as important media to represent the Korean War and assumed realistically the form
of heroic combat. But a few architectural memorial built in recent were designed in contemporary style to have spatial
sequence and represent Korean War symbolically and narratively.

5. In memorial culture, KWMK were strongly influenced by ideology and patriotism, impacted by conventional value,
and designed by some sculptors and designers in a certain circle.

Further study will be required to analyze the characteristics of KWMK in the point of design style and diachronic.

Key Words : War Memorial, Memorial, Memorial facilities, Landscape Details, Monuments
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