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A Study on the Changes of the Library’s Bookshelves by the Morphological Evolution of Knowledge-

Information

- Focus on the History of Western Libraries before the 20th Century -
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This study intends to understand the change of the library's bookshelves shape, compesition and arrangement

based on the social-culture in each period. For this purpose, this study analyzes the morphological shift of the
library's bookshelves and knowledge information focused on the history of western lbraries from the ancient
libraries 1o the modem public libraries before the 20th century. And the results are follows. 1) We can make sure
that the changes of the library's bookshelves are based on the environmental factors fike social-cultural-political
factors and also understand that the knowledge information are developed based on the function which is decided
by the needs of the times and the serious necessities of users. With this reason, the morphology and the
function of the library's bookshelves have been changed. 2) The characters and meanings of the library's
bookshelves are changed with the times from movable type to fixed type, from closing type to opening type, from
privileged use to public use, from religious contents to general scientific contents. 3) The morphology of the
library's bookshelves are shifted from cylindrical box to Chest type-Press type and Lectern system, Stall system,
Wall system and advanced to Mixed(Stall+Wall) system. 4) The construction and arrangement methods of the
library's bookshelves are determined by the convenience and efficiency of the installation for the perusal
environments as well as the regarding to the social-culiural factors. The amangement criteria are determined by
the security topics in the earlier stage, after that determined by the lightening topics and nowadays the access
topics to the information. These analysis results are very useful to research the technology of the fibrary's
bookshelves to be changed continuously and also to forecast the morphology of the library's bookshelves can be

planned in the spaces of the future libraries.
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