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A Bibliographical Analysis on the Characteristics of the Articles Dealing with
Architecture in the Chapter of Seomyongji of Imwongyeongjeji
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Abstract

Imwongyeongjeji, Administration of Our Daily Life in Woods and Fields, is a sort of encyclopedia compiled by Seo,
Yoo Goo in Joseon Dynasty in the 19th century. This voluminous work is made up of 16 chapters with various
references including many articles dealing with architecture. The chapter Seomyongji covering the daily necessities
contains a number of methods and materials of building construction. The distinctive feature of these articles is that they
are mostly from Joseon’s books. It is not similar to other chapters which are made of quotations from Chinese books.
Especially, he quoted many of articles about architecture from his own work Geumhwagyeongdokgi, Record of Plowing
and Reading in Geumhwa. In addition, He selected only empirical knowledge, put it in the book, and commented on it
in his judgment. These articles provide valuable information on architectural knowledge in late Joseon period.
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