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ABSTRACT

Science and technology information resources are major impetus for all research and
development activities, Now countries around the world are seeking efficient and effective
means to cope with the exponential growth of needs for science and technology in—
formation for research, In this context, it has been perceived vital to establish national
infrastructures in order to extend the availability of world's science and technology
information, In Korea, it has been a recurring issue to build a national science library to
prevent knowledge colonization and to gain a competitive edge in the fields, It is
essential to have one as a national information infrastructure to assume the role of
developing a sustainable model for access to the world's science and technology in—
formation, providing permanent access to them, In this paper, therefore, some issues
concerning building and managing a new national science library in Korea are examined,
In doing so, the following details are dealt with in detail, First, the rationale behind
building a national science library is described, Second, the functions and roles of the
library are defined, Third, previous discussions and attempts to build a national science
library are reviewed and analysed, Finally, possible problems and issues raised in relation
to build a national science library are probed, and future directions are also suggested, In
this process, the recent strategic plan for national science library, national agriculture
library, and national medical library, and changing plan for Sejong city are taken into

consideration as influencing factors.
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