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An Analysis of the 8th Grade Probability Curriculum in
Accordance with the Distribution Concepts

Lee, Young Ha (Ewha Womans University)

Huh, Ji Young (Ewha Womans University, Graduate School of Education)

It has long been of controversy what the
meanings of probability is. And a century has
past after the mathematical probability has
been at the center of the school curriculum of
it. Recently statistical meaning of probability
becomes important for various reasons.
However the simple modification of its
definition is not enough. The computational
reasoning of the probability and its practical
application needs didactical changes and new
instructional transformations along with the
modification of it.

Most of the current text books introduce
probability as a limit of the relative
frequencies, a statistical probability. But
when the probability computation of the
union of two events, or of the simultaneous
events is faced on, they use mathematical
probability for explanation and practices.
Accordingly there is a gap for students in

understanding those.

Probability is an intuitive concept as far as
it belongs to the domain of the experiential
frequency. And frequency distribution must
be the instructional bases for the (statistical)
probability novices. This is what we mean by
the probability in accordance with the
distribution concepts.

First of all, in order to explain the
probability of the complementary event we
should

frequency of it first. These are the case for

explain the empirical relative
the union of two events and for the
simultaneous events. Moreover we need to
provide a logic of probabilistic guesses,
inferences and decision, which we introduce
with the name "the likelihood principle”, the
principle. We

through the

most famous  statistical
emphasized this be done

problems of practical decision making.

* Key Words : probability meaning(2& <] €]7]), statistical probability(‘& 714 &), probability

computation(ZE A A1), distribution concepts(E*704), secondary probability
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