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Comparison of relationship with friends among

adolescents under probation and high school students

Uichol Kim Young-Shin Park Soo Yeon Tak
Inha University Inha University Inha University
College of Business Administration Dept. of Education Graduate school of Education

The purpose of this study is to compare relationship with friends among adolescents under probation and
high school students without any criminal record. A total of 510 respondents (253 adolescents under
probation, 257 high school students) participated in this study. Results indicate that both adolescents
under probation and high school students reported that they talk to talked to their friends when they
were lonely, that they were comfortable when they are with their friends, and that they trusted their
friends unconditionally. However, the two groups showed a difference in the place that they meet their
friends. Adolescents under probation are likely to meet their friends at Internet Cafe to play internet
games, while high school students are likely to meet their friends near their school. Compared to high
school students, adolescents under probation had more friends who were expelled from school, who were
under probation and who have been previously incarcerated. For adolescents under probation, compared to
first time offenders, the repeat offenders were more likely to have friends who were under probation and
who have been previously incarcerated. When discriminant analysis were conducted for adolescents under
probation and high school students, the two groups can be distinguished by the number of friends
expelled from school, number of friends under probation, and number of friends who have been
previously incarcerated. For adolescents under probation, compared to first time offenders, the repeat
offenders could be distinguished by the number of friends expelled from school, number of friends under

probation, number friends who have been previously incarcerated, and number of times their partners in

crime were under probation or incarcerated.

Key words : adolescents under probation, high school students, delinquent bebavior, relationship with friends, number

of friends expelled from school, friends incarcerated, partners in crime.
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