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Pre—Service Biology Teachers' Views of the Nature of Science
and the Origins of Human Beings: Focusing on Religions

Kyunglee Kang*
SangMyung University

Jour. Sci. Edu, Vol. 34, No. 2, pp. 246-259(2010. 12)

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to investigate pre-service biology teachers perception of the evolution.
This study was to compare the views of pre-service biology teachers with no religion with those of christian pre-
service teachers. Subjects were 77 pre-service biology teachers who enrolled in an university and graduate school of
education located in Seoul. The instrument of this study was a questionnaire which consisted of 14 items on 2
domains: the nature of science, the origins of human beings. The key results are asfollows. Most pre-service teachers
showed highly understanding of the characteristics of science. However pre-service biology teachers still possessed
naive views on the distinction of law and theory. In terms of the methods of science, many of the pre-service biology
teachers considered scientific theories to progress through the accumulation of observation and experiments or
through changes and modifications in existing theories. Compared with the pre-service teachers with no religion,
christian pre-service teachers had conflicting views and misconceptions about the origins of human beings. The
factors of religion were found to be one of the important barriers which prevent them from understanding the origins
of human beings. The results suggested that the education program for pre-service biology teschers integrating the
concepts and development process of the scientific knowledges should be effective for understanding the nature of
science. For pre-service biology teachers, It is important to understand conflicting views of the christian pre-service

teachers who understand creationism as a science.

Key words: The nature of science, the origins of human beings, scientific creationism, education program for pre-

service biology teacher
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